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Mississippi Valley Conservancy Hires New Executive Director

The Mississippi Valley Conservancy (MVC) has selected Timothy S. Jacobson as its new Executive Director.
Tim Jacobson comes to MVC from the O’Flaherty Heim Egan, Ltd. law firm in La Crosse where he served as president and handled environmental cases and other civil litigation.  He has worked in the La Crosse legal community for about 14 years.  He has been an MVC volunteer for eight years and has served on the board of directors.
Tim Jacobson said, “MVC has achieved the conservation of thousands of acres of precious habitats in only nine years.  I'm glad to have the opportunity to transition from part time MVC volunteer to fulltime director to continue the work of protecting the scenic beauty of this area that we all enjoy.”
Mr. Jacobson possesses a longstanding interest in the natural environment.  “I spent a big part of my childhood enjoying the scenic woods, bluffs, trout streams and river bottoms of Grant County near the Wyalusing State Park.  After law school when I moved to La Crosse, I sought out ways to hold polluters accountable and to protect our communities and the rights of landowners.  Maintaining the quality and beauty of our natural environment for future generations is key to ensuring the vibrancy of our tourism-fueled economy and the enjoyment of our way of life in the Coulee Region,” he said.
He chose to leave a successful legal practice in which he was president of an eleven-lawyer firm to join a land trust because of his belief in the quality and efficacy of MVC’s mission.

“Anyone who visits or lives in the Coulee Region can tell you that our rugged terrain of rivers and bluffs is our most recognizable community asset.  In the past decade, MVC, in partnership with forward-thinking private landowners and local units of government, has led the way to protect the quality and integrity of this asset.  What I really appreciate about MVC is that the group is able to accomplish its goals solely through voluntary deals that benefit both the individuals involved and the community as a whole.  Also, MVC has done a fantastic job of leveraging local donations with matching state grants and contributions from private foundations,” he said.
Mr. Jacobson will begin work at the Mississippi Valley Conservancy office on March 20th.
Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected more than 2,500 acres of wild lands in the Coulee Region by working with private landowners and local communities on voluntary conservation projects.  For more information or to become an MVC member, please visit www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org; write to MVC at P.O. Box 2611, La Crosse, WI 54602; or send e-mail to jfalvey@mississippivalleyconservancy.org.

Additional Background Information on Timothy S. Jacobson
Tim Jacobson’s past work experience includes practicing law with O’Keefe Jacobson Trial Lawyers, S.C.; serving as executive vice president of prairielaw.com, a consumer legal information resource; working as a law clerk for Johnson Controls, Inc., the largest publicly-held corporation headquartered in Wisconsin, where some of his work was devoted to environmental law; and working as a historical interpreter/blacksmith for the State Historical Society at Stonefield Village, a living history museum in Cassville, Wisconsin.

Mr. Jacobson holds a Bachelor’s degree from Beloit College and a Juris Doctoris degree from Marquette University Law School, where he authored a paper entitled, “The Role of Land Use Controls in Protecting Groundwater Quality.”  He served as president of the Environmental Law Society at Marquette.  He is a member of the Environmental Law Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin and the Toxic, Environmental, and Pharmaceutical Torts Section of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America.  He is admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the United States.

Mr. Jacobson lives in La Crosse with his wife, Susan, and his daughter, Jacquelyn.  He currently serves on the Board of Directors for the La Crosse Kiwanis Club and the Greater La Crosse Area Chamber of Commerce.  He previously served as board member and vice president at English Lutheran Church, was a founder and the first president of the La Crosse Young Lawyers Association, and served as secretary/treasurer of the La Crosse County Bar Association.  An avid pilot, Tim serves as Captain and Legal Officer in the La Crosse Composite Squadron - Civil Air Patrol.

His many interests include aviation (he is a licensed pilot), rock climbing, blacksmithing, karate (he earned a black belt), writing fiction and non-fiction, hiking and camping, nature studies, astronomy, scuba diving (he holds an advanced certification), hunting, fishing, taxidermy, electronics, and computer programming.
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