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La Crosse Bluffs Panorama Sign Unveiled
La Crosse Kiwanis, Mississippi Valley Conservancy Work Together to Draw Attention to La Crosse’s Beautiful Natural Landscape

La Crosse Mayor Mark Johnsrud helped unveil a high-resolution panoramic photo of the scenic bluffs and ridgeline overlooking the City of La Crosse.  The 12-foot sign, which is to be permanently installed along the marsh trail north of Myrick Park later this spring after a tour of downtown buildings, is the creation of renowned landscape photographer, Robert J. Hurt, who painstakingly stitched almost 40 high-resolution digital photographs together to create an incredibly large picture, set in fiberglass.  The photos were shot from the roof of the 10-story U.S. Bank Building in downtown La Crosse.

The sign, commissioned by the La Crosse Kiwanis Club in partnership with Mississippi Valley Conservancy, is presented to the City of La Crosse as a gift to area residents in appreciation of our community’s long tradition of land preservation.
“Mississippi Valley Conservancy is so appreciative of the funding provided by La Crosse Kiwanis Club to create the Bluff Sign that features the beautiful landscape that many of us are working together to conserve for residents and visitors today and for generations to come,” said Tim Jacobson, Executive Director of MVC.  “We hope that by giving people a chance to see the entire eight-mile stretch of La Crosse bluffs as well as close-ups of the named bluffs, it will foster a deeper appreciation for the natural resources we sometimes take for granted.  La Crosse is a very special place, and we don’t want to lose sight of that.”
Jim Ruppert, past president of La Crosse Kiwanis Club and the person who spearheaded the funding for the bluff sign said, “Kiwanis is always looking for ways to enhance and promote our community, along with helping children and others in need.  We saw the La Crosse Bluff Sign as a way to recognize one of the most special aspects of La Crosse, and it’s a nice tie-in to the sign Kiwanis created on top of Grandad Bluff, which identifies key landmarks around the city for our visitors.  We are very pleased to donate this beautiful sign to the City of La Crosse.”
Tim Jacobson added, “The La Crosse area has a long and proud tradition of land conservation--preserving the most beautiful parts of our landscape for all residents and visitors to enjoy.  This tradition was started by visionaries like Ellen Hixon and other prominent citizens in the early 1900s.  This tradition is still being carried out through the La Crosse Bluffland Protection Program, a unique partnership between the City of La Crosse and Mississippi Valley Conservancy.  This program has effectively doubled the size of Hixon Forest in just a few short years and has protected some of our most beautiful bluffs for everyone in the city to enjoy forever.”

Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected more than 3,900 acres of scenic lands in southwestern Wisconsin by working with private landowners, businesses and local communities on voluntary conservation projects.

The Kiwanis Club of La Crosse, a community service organization with an emphasis on helping children, was founded in 1919.  To join La Crosse Kiwanis Club, write to P. O. Box 61, La Crosse, WI 54602-0061, or call 608.784.2684.

For information on tax incentives, how you can permanently conserve your land, or to become a contributing member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, please visit MississippiValleyConservancy.org; write to us at 205 Fifth Avenue South, Suite 511, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601; or send e-mail to mrich@MississippiValleyConservancy.org.
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