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Mississippi Valley Conservancy Acquires Two New Bluffs


Important Links Connecting and Protecting La Crosse’s Ridgeline

La Crosse, WI - Mississippi Valley Conservancy is pleased to announce the acquisition of two significant blufftop properties within the La Crosse Blufflands Protection Program.

The 23 acre former Beck property, just north of Hixon Forest, is home to the most prominent bluff face north of Grandad Bluff and is easily seen by northbound drivers on Hwy. 16.  This tremendous rock face is permanently protected and will be enjoyed in its natural state for generations to come.  This property also provides an important link from Hixon Forest and the recently acquired Medary Quarry property.  

The former Juniper Partners property, 24 acres a short distance north of Highways 14/61 at Highway 35, boasts two bluff faces and connects other permanently protected properties in south La Crosse’s ridgeline.  

“The rocky faces of these properties are landmarks that people have enjoyed viewing for generations,” said Tim Jacobson, Executive Director, “Now, thanks to the generous support of our community, we have permanently protected these magnificent resources so that countless generations can not only enjoy looking at them, but also get up on them and experience the rich plant diversity and awesome views first-hand.”

“When compared to the 3,000-acre La Crosse Bluffland Protection Program area, these two parcels may not seem very significant,” said George Howe, Conservation Director, “But when you see how they help connect land that has already been protected and you come to realize that these rock outcroppings are seen every day by thousands of people, it is a real testament to the dedication and foresight of the people of this region.”

The properties boast beautiful native plants like Blazing Star, Pasque Flower and Side Oats Gramma and will be made available to the public for recreational enjoyment.

Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected almost 3,000 acres of wild lands in the Coulee Region by working with private landowners and local communities on voluntary conservation projects.  For information about how you can permanently protect your land, or to become a contributing member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, please visit mississippivalleyconservancy.org; write to us at 205 Fifth Avenue South, Suite 511, P.O. Box 2611, La Crosse, WI 54601; or send an e-mail to jfalvey@mississippivalleyconservancy.org.
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