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Mississippi Valley Conservancy Protects 350 Incredibly Rare Acres
Finest Old-Growth Forest in Southern Wisconsin Now Protected 

Mississippi Valley Conservancy, a local non-profit land trust, recently acquired a conservation agreement from Helen and David MacGregor on their 350 acre property near Muscoda, Wisconsin in Grant County.  The property is home to some of the most environmentally sensitive natural communities in the Midwest and supports numerous endangered, threatened and at-risk species of plants and animals.

“If it weren’t for the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund, we might have lost one of the most beautiful and environmentally significant areas in all of southern Wisconsin.” said George Howe, Conservation Director for Mississippi Valley Conservancy.  “This property is a treasure trove of biodiversity including one of the most rare natural communities on the whole planet; “Oak Savanna.”  Only 1/100th of one percent of Wisconsin’s original Oak Savanna is still in existence, which makes protecting this land an absolute imperative.”

“Quote from David MacGregor- maybe describing how important the land                                   is to them-  here quote from David MacGregor here quote from David MacGregor 
here,” said David MacGregor, “Quote from David MacGregor – also mentioning the trials and tribulations of getting the deal done- here quote from David MacGregor here quote from David MacGregor here quote from David MacGregor here.”

Tim Jacobson, Executive Director of MVC, said, “I’d like to thank the MacGregors for their generous donation and thank the staff members of WDNR for working so hard to get this deal done.  This property has been identified as the finest old growth forests in all of southern Wisconsin by foresters and appraisers, and the fact that this property also lies within the Snow Bottom State Natural Area’s project boundary further reinforces the necessity to get this deal done.”
The conservation agreement, which was acquired with the State’s Knowles Nelson Stewardship Fund and a significant donation by the MacGregors, ensures that the scenic beauty and biological diversity of the property will be preserved on the privately held property regardless of who owns it in the future.

Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected more than 4,900 acres of scenic lands in southwestern Wisconsin by working with private landowners, businesses and local communities on voluntary conservation projects.
For information on tax incentives, how you can permanently conserve your land, or to become a contributing member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, please visit MississippiValleyConservancy.org; write to us at 201 Main Street, 10th Floor, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601; or send e-mail to mrich@MississippiValleyConservancy.org.
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