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Mississippi Valley Conservancy Acquires Massive Grassland 
Huge Donation and Record Setting Grant Come Together 

Gov. Jim Doyle, Sen. Dan Kapanke, Assembly Speaker Mike Huebsch and Department of Natural Resources Secretary Matt Frank visited La Crosse Wednesday to present a nearly $1 million state Stewardship Fund grant to Mississippi Valley Conservancy.

The grant will be used to purchase a 310-acre grassland near Holmen from Northern Engraving, which is donating part of the value of the property.


The property, which will be known as the New Amsterdam Grasslands, is environmentally significant both for its scenic beauty and for its rare grassland birds, many of which are the focus of conservation efforts due to their declining populations.


“This is a really big accomplishment for Mississippi Valley Conservancy,” said Tim Jacobson, MVC’s Executive Director. “We are extremely fortunate to have the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund and a local, community-minded company like Northern Engraving come together to make the permanent protection of this amazing grassland possible.  It was Philip Gelatt, an MVC Founder and President of Northern Engraving, that first took this property off the market and saved it from development.   Now with this tremendous $962,500 grant from the State of Wisconsin and a huge donation of land value from Northern Engraving Corporation, we will permanently protect this property for the children and grandchildren of tomorrow.”

“We also owe a special debt of gratitude to Governor Doyle and Speaker Huebsch,” said Ralph Heath, Mississippi Valley Conservancy’s board president.  “Their leadership in reaching across the isle and agreeing to continue Wisconsin’s bipartisan tradition of protecting our hunting and recreational lands, by funding the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program, will be an important part of this generation’s legacy to the people and businesses of tomorrow.”

“Northern Engraving Corporation is a medium sized, privately-held manufacturing company based in Sparta, Wisconsin that provides decorative components to a variety of product manufacturers - and in so doing we have a tendency to appreciate beauty in small details,” said Philip Gelatt, President of Northern Engraving. “The New Amsterdam Grasslands may not have the stature of a majestic bluff, nor the grandeur of the mighty river -but in its own unique way the subtle beauty of prairie grass and its ability to sustain endangered bird species is an environmentally significant area to preserve and protect. From my very first meeting as a member of the Mississippi Valley Conservancy Board of Directors, this property was on the list of significant sites that should be preserved. Northern Engraving made a commitment to help MVC secure and preserve this property; I am pleased that our efforts have been successful.”

David Skoloda, a founding board member and first president of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, said that “Philip Gelatt’s generosity and vision have been a major factor in the success of MVC. We’re grateful to him and the people of Wisconsin who have supported the land conservation work of MVC through the Stewardship Fund.”
George Hammes, Chairman of the Town of Holland where the property is located said, “I am pleased that this project will forever keep some green space in the town.”

Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected more than 6,400 acres of scenic lands in southwestern Wisconsin by working with private landowners, businesses and local communities on voluntary conservation projects.


For information on tax incentives, how you can permanently conserve your land, or to become a contributing member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, please visit MississippiValleyConservancy.org; write to us at 201 Main Street, Suite 1001, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601; or send e-mail to mrich@MississippiValleyConservancy.org.
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