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Mississippi Valley Conservancy Conserves 425 Acres

Brady Conservation Agreement Largest in Land Trust’s 9-Year History 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy, a local non-profit land trust, signed the largest conservation agreement in its 9-year history when it entered into an agreement with James and Janice Brady of the Town of Gale in Trempealeau County.  The conservation agreement, on 425 privately held acres, will protect the land from development while allowing the Bradys to continue to enjoy their property as they always have. 

“The Brady farm is an incredibly scenic and biologically diverse property,” said George Howe, Conservation Director for Mississippi Valley Conservancy. “James and Janice are thrilled to know that that their own piece of paradise will be permanently protected, regardless of who owns it in the future.  Property owners have a right to place these permanent protections on their land, and it is our local land trust, Mississippi Valley Conservancy, that not only helps people write their conservation agreement, but also ensures these protections are enforced in the future.”
Since 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy has been providing a wide range of voluntarily options for private landowners to conserve their land.  Many of these options come with significant tax benefits.  In some cases there can even be payments to landowners who trade development rights that allow for protection of certain species of plants, animals or rare natural communities.
“It is important for people to know that there are many ways we can keep our part of Wisconsin beautiful,” said Tim Jacobson, MVC Executive Director.  “We want people to know about all of the options that are available.  The tax benefits of land donation are great for some people, while keeping land in private ownership.  In fact, most landowners do not realize that Congress passed new tax legislation this year to provide expanded financial incentives for voluntary land conservation.  Additionally, we want people to know that some limited funding is available for land that is ‘ecologically significant’.”
Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected more than 3,600 acres of scenic lands in the southwestern Wisconsin by working with private landowners and local communities on voluntary conservation projects.  
For information on tax incentives, how you can permanently conserve your land, or to become a contributing member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, please visit MississippiValleyConservancy.org; write to us at 205 Fifth Avenue South, Suite 511, P.O. Box 2611, La Crosse, WI 54601; or send an e-mail to mrich@MississippiValleyConservancy.org.
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