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Mississippi Valley Conservancy Acquires 28 Acres of Scenic Mississippi River Bluffland in Grant County

Mississippi Valley Conservancy has just purchased a 28-acre bluff-top property along Dugway Road, just south of Bagley, WI.  The property is environmentally significant for its scenic overlooks of the Mississippi River, its rare species of plants, animals and migratory birds, and for a segment of Chase Creek, a cold-water trout stream, that will now be open to the public for fishing.  

“Immediately adjacent to the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Mississippi River Refuge, this site has been a priority for us because it hosts important remnant natural communities like oak savanna, prairie and mesic forests.  These rare natural communities provide critical habitat for the species that we are most concerned about,” said Abbie Meyer, Conservation Specialist.  “Our goal will be to improve the native qualities of these natural communities with restorative efforts that will provide sanctuary for the plants and animals that we hope to save from extinction.”

George Howe, MVC’s Conservation Director, said, “This is a special property because there is no highway separating its bluffs from the Mississippi River below.  Being out there feels like stepping back in time.”

“This 28-acre acquisition adds to our growing list of permanently protected properties here in Grant County and throughout our service area, which extends through Buffalo County in the north and Monroe County in the east,” said Tim Jacobson, Executive Director.  “With Cassville Bluffs State Natural Area and multiple properties protected in the Snow Bottom State Natural Area including a recent 350-acre conservation agreement with a private landowner, our Grant County land protection program is ensuring that the children of tomorrow will enjoy much of the same scenic and natural resources that have made Grant County the beautiful tourist destination for sportsmen and tourists that it is today.”
Funding for this acquisition was made possible through generous grants from the McKnight Foundation, the Wisconsin DNR Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund and private contributions made by people who have enjoyed visiting the property when it was privately held.

Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected more than 5,900 acres of scenic lands in southwestern Wisconsin by working with private landowners, businesses and local communities on voluntary conservation projects.

For information on tax incentives, how you can permanently conserve your land, or to become a contributing member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, please visit MississippiValleyConservancy.org; write to us at 201 Main Street, Suite 1001, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601; or send e-mail to mrich@MississippiValleyConservancy.org.
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