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Mississippi Valley Conservancy Protects 120 Acres near Blue River
Mississippi Valley Conservancy (MVC) completed a conservation agreement with Maggie Jones and David Linton yesterday which will permanently protect their 120-acre property in the Town of Blue River in Crawford County, WI.  This voluntary conservation agreement protects the natural resources on their land by limiting development, mining and other activities that are inconsistent with the land owner’s wishes.
“Nothing fills me with more joy than knowing what a special place we have,” said Maggie Jones, when asked why she thought it was important to permanently protect their 120-acre property.  “To me this is a dream come true; a dream that I have had forever and ever.  It always seemed like an impossible thing that anyone would ever be interested in helping us to protect this land - and seeing it actually come true is 20 or 25 years of something I’ve wished for.”

 “I’m thrilled that we are protecting Maggie and Dave’s property,” said Tim Jacobson, MVC’s Executive Director. “These two wonderful people have been supporting land conservation for years as contributing members of MVC and their support has helped us conserve properties from Buffalo County all the way down through Grant County.  They are now preserving their own land with this donated conservation agreement. To see the joy in their faces is really special for me.”
According to George Howe, MVC’s Conservation Director, the property has beautiful ridgelines and valleys with ancient rock outcrops, a crystal-clear spring-fed stream and a large tract of connected hardwood forest which is incredibly important for neo-tropical migratory birds, such as the Cerulean Warbler.  “The fragmentation of Wisconsin’s hardwood forests poses real problems for many species which rely on larger tracts of contiguous forest.  Maggie and Dave’s property will now provide important habitat for these birds so that the children of tomorrow will have a better chance of enjoying bird species that might not otherwise survive the pressures of development,” said Howe.

Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected more than 5,900 acres of scenic lands in southwestern Wisconsin by working with private landowners, businesses and local communities on voluntary conservation projects.  Nationally there are over 1,700 land trusts which have collectively conserved more than 37 million acres, more land than in the National Park system.

For information on tax incentives, how you can permanently conserve your land, or to become a contributing member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, please visit MississippiValleyConservancy.org; write to us at 201 Main Street, Suite 1001, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601; or send e-mail to mrich@MississippiValleyConservancy.org.
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