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Jim and Rose Sime Permanently Protect Over 140 Acres

Jim and Rose Sime of Middleton, WI have recently entered into a voluntary conservation agreement with Mississippi Valley Conservancy that will permanently protect over 140 acres on two separate properties near Montfort.  The conservation agreement, which was tailored to reflect the Sime’s wishes, protects two stunningly beautiful properties that are home to some of the most environmentally sensitive natural communities in the Midwest, including pine relicts, talus forest, stunning  lime- and sandstone cliffs, oak forest, oak savanna, and native remnant prairies.  One of their properties includes a portion of the Blue River, an important trout fishery in Grant County. 
“The Sime’s properties are a glimpse into the landscape of southwest Wisconsin before the last ice age,” said Abbie Meyer, MVC’s Conservation Specialist.  “The habitats on the Sime’s properties are unique to the Driftless Area in Southwest Wisconsin and both of the Sime’s properties are an absolute showcase of the topography and plant communities that were here 500,000 years ago. These are truly remarkable properties, with an amazing diversity of plants, wildlife, and habitats, including many threatened, endangered, and at-risk species. It is a great asset to MVC in that we were able to help the Sime’s permanently protect this unique land from development or any other kind of habitat destruction. Both properties are within the Snowbottom State Natural Area Project Boundary, which further prioritizes the protection of this land. Many other lands in the area are also ecologically significant and a priority for protection.”
“This is a place that’s undiscovered, nobody knows its here, and it’s in relatively good shape,” said landowner Jim Sime.  “Past farmers in the area have taken good care of the land. My grandfather was a farmer too, and he said he wanted to leave the land in better shape than he found it, which was, and still is, a very strong feeling with farmers in this area.” 

 “I love bringing people out here; they love the beauty of it,” said Rose Sime.  “It’s just a great place to relax, enjoy the serenity of the place, to watch the birds, and to discover new species.  To me it’s kind of a spiritual place.  We are thrilled to have the land protected, so it won't become a housing development some day. We’re glad to donate a (conservation) easement and glad that Mississippi Valley Conservancy was there to help us do that.”
The Sime’s have put countless time and energy into managing their land, including activities such as prescribed burning and invasive species removal. Trout Unlimited has also been working with the Sime’s to do restoration work on the Blue River, including streambank shaping and lunker structures. 
Founded in 1997, Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional land trust that has permanently protected more than 6,800 acres of scenic lands in southwestern Wisconsin by working with private landowners, businesses and local communities on voluntary conservation projects. The conservation agreement ensures that the scenic beauty and biological diversity of the property will be preserved, while the property remains in private ownership. 

For information on how you can permanently conserve your land, receive tax incentives for conserving your land, or to become a contributing member of Mississippi Valley Conservancy, please visit MississippiValleyConservancy.org; write to us at 201 Main Street, Suite 1001, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601; or send e-mail to mrich@MississippiValleyConservancy.org.
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