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RECREATIONAL USE POLICY FOR MVC PROPERTIES
Approved and effective July 19, 2006
This policy provides guidance for recreational use of MVC properties by the public.  “Compatible” recreational use of protected properties is not only appropriate, but desirable.  However, certain types of activities can result in significant, detrimental impacts to the resource values that prompted protection of the property.
The Recreational Use Policy is predicated on two primary considerations: first, how will the activity impact the natural resources of the property; and second, does the organization have the staff capacity to manage the activity long-term?  Consistency with Stewardship Fund requirements was also a consideration.
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It should be noted protection of sensitive resources may require certain areas to be closed to activities that would otherwise be allowable, and may require some areas to be closed to all public access.
Recreational use of MVC properties falls into four basic categories:
Prohibited: Activities that can result in acute negative impacts due to short-term use; or those that may result in cumulative degradation of the property, or portions thereof, over a long period of time.  
Allowable Uses: Activities that are low impact by nature and easily managed with existing organizational capacity.  
Allowable Uses on Designated Trails: Activities that are relegated to designated, properly-constructed trails.  These activities, if confined to trails, are also considered low impact and easily managed by existing organization capacity 
Regulated Uses:   Activities that are have the potential to result in impact and are thus approved on a case-by-case basis after evaluation of the request for potential environmental impact. 
Prohibited Activities
· Pets/horses
· Motorized vehicles
· Unauthorized trail construction or modification

… Prohibited Activities, continued
· Commercial enterprise

· Unauthorized structures (unoccupied tree stands, tree steps, hunting blinds, bird houses, signs, etc.)
· Removal of anything (including rocks, minerals, plants, trees and firewood) other than nuts, fruits and fungus.

· Paintball

· Geocaching

· Hang gliding 

· Rock climbing

Allowable Uses
· Hiking

· Birding

· Nature photography

· Hunting, fishing, and trapping  in conformance with state and local regulations

· Gathering nuts, fruits, fungus and antler sheds

Allowable Uses on Designated Trails


Regulated Uses
· Running




•  Camping
· Off-road bicycles



•  Educational use
· X-Country Skiing



•  Scientific use







•  Group activities
Exceptions to the Policy
While exceptions to the policy are strongly discouraged, it is recognized unforeseen circumstances may result in a prohibited activity being deemed an “acceptable” use under certain conditions or within specific portions of a property.
Proposals to allow otherwise prohibited activities must be evaluated in light of the activity’s short and long-term impacts, compatibility with existing recreational uses, and the organization’s capacity to manage the activity. 
Procedures for making an exception to the policy are as follows:

· The activity is proposed to and evaluated by the Land Protection and Stewardship Committee.  A recommendation is provided to the Board.
· The Board considers the activity and renders a decision.
Questions from the public should be directed to MVC staff by calling 608.784.3606.
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