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Highlights of 2013
Promises kept
Promises of a major conservation gift on the Kickapoo River were 
fulfilled when the Babson family added a nearly thousand-acre 
donated easement to their previous outright gift of more than 1,000 
acres. The gifts created a ripple effect in additional land 
conservation in the region. Page 5

Teamwork strategy
MVC board president cites a team approach adopted in 2013 to 
ensure the board and staff remain in sync to carry out a five-year 
strategic plan. Page 2

Founders’ dream fulfilled
A second-generation owner has added land and protection for a 
bluffland that was one of the first properties identified by founders 
of Mississippi Valley Conservancy as worthy of permanent 
protection. Once threatened by development, the land is now 
protected forever with conservation easements. Page 4

Youth on the land
Cadets from the Challenge Academy were among hundreds of 
young hikers and volunteers who made a 
difference in the region’s conservation efforts in 
2013. Their efforts help MVC honor its pledge 
both to conserve and restore lands and to 
provide ways for young people to experience 
the pleasures and satisfaction of being in nature.

Job ready
MVC’s new land manager Peter Duerkop came 
fully equipped to carry out the organization’s 
important land management work. Peter and five 
new board members join a veteran board and 
staff engaged in helping landowners protect the 
lands they love. Page 7 

On the cover
Staff, volunteers and 

partners apply prescribed 
fire to the New Amsterdam 

Grasslands as part of a 
long term prairie 

restoration on the MVC 
project near Holmen. Fire is 
part of MVC’s ecological 
management program.

Conservation Director Abbie Church and Board President Pat 
Caffrey inventory plant species on a prospective MVC project.
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Committed to teamwork
By Pat Caffrey, MVC Board President

To conserve native and working landscapes 
through voluntary action, for the health and well 
being of current and future generations.  

With this mission as guidance, MVC created a 
new five-year strategic plan in 2013.  The plan 
emphasizes that values are critical for an 
organization that pledges to 
land owners and supporters to 
protect land forever.  
Excellence, collaboration, 
integrity, transparency, 
accountability, relevance and 
service are the values that will 
support MVCʼs success.  

In keeping with the values 
stated in the Strategic Plan, the board and staff  
have worked to make MVC truly function as a 
team.  A management team, including key staff and 
the Board President has been formed to assure 
open communication and coordination between the 
board and staff.  Committees, including board 
members, staff, and others with appropriate 
expertise,  make recommendations to the board 
and provide support to staff in a variety of areas. 
Board members are selected to provide a diverse 
range of skills and expertise. It is important to have 
the organizational structure in place to support 
teamwork, but it really is the shared goals, open 

communication, and mutual respect of board, staff, 
donors, and volunteers that make MVC function as 
a team, and, as I can testify, a very rewarding 
organization to be involved with.

Although MVC does not publicly discuss 
individual land protection projects until they are 
approved, out of respect for property ownerʼs 
confidentiality, there are several exciting projects 
being worked on.  One would protect a large block 
of property including both natural habitat utilized by 
state threatened species, and working agricultural 
land.  This project, involving multiple partners and 
funding sources, would demonstrate sustainable 
agricultural practices that would improve water 
quality, protect large natural habitat areas, provide 
public recreation, and significantly expand an 
already large block of adjacent protected habitat.  

There is a list of hundreds of property owners 
who have contacted MVC about protecting their 
property, so the potential for protecting habitats and 
working farm land in our nine-county region is 
impressive.  I think MVC has the team in place to 
take advantage of these many great opportunities 
to protect land for current and future generations as 
stated in the mission statement.  We will never be 
able to say “Mission Accomplished” since there will 
always be more to do, but with all of us working 
together we can make an important and lasting 
difference in the regional landscape!

 By Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director
“We abuse land because we regard it as a 

commodity belonging to us. When we see land as 
a community to which we belong, we may begin to 
use it with love and respect.”  Aldo Leopold

This is my favorite Aldo Leopold quote.  We are 
all members of this community and therefore we 
must work together as a team in 
our mission to conserve and 
preserve the land to which we 
belong. 

In the few short months I have 
been here at Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy, I have had the 
privilege to work with an 
outstanding staff, an amazing 
board of directors, incredible 

volunteers, tremendous landowners and dedicated 
donors.  You are all on the Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy team.  You are remarkable and you 
all make our mission work possible. 

I am excited to be a part of the Mississippi 
Valley Conservancy team right now!  There is so 
much going on every day.  Working farms will stay 
working farms and not become sand mines or 
developments.  Watersheds will begin healing and 
become healthy reservoirs of life.  Wildlife will have 
large, contiguous corridors of rich habitat in which 
to grow and thrive.  All of this is possible because 
we are a great team working together as a 
community, using land with love and respect. 

As we head into the spring season for 
prescribed burns, you could say weʼre on fire for 
conservation!
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Committed to protecting land

Conservation dreams of 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy founders in 1996 
included a large wooded bluffland in the Town of 
Onalaska that was eyed for residential development. 
The housing project failed to get permits and George 
and Sharon Kerckhove purchased the land and 
conserved it permanently with an easement in 2003. In 
2013, that 203-acre 
property was expanded 
when its present 
owners, Charles and 
Heather Nolte, placed a 
conservation easement 
on 40 adjoining acres 
they had purchased. 
“We believe in the 
preservation of natural 
resources for future 
generations,” said 
Heather Nolte.

“Our hopes for the 
property have been 
fulfilled, and then 
some,” said Barbara 
Frank, one of the MVC 
founders.

The Noltesʼ easement 
raised the total of land protected by MVC at the end of 
2013 to more than 15,600 acres. 

Sue Strehl had made a similar commitment to the 
future in 2013 when she donated a conservation 
easement on her 100-acre forested bluffs and farmland 

in the Town of Shelby. And Dianne Greenley donated a 
conservation easement on her 70-acre property that 
provides a buffer to the adjacent Nelson Dewey State 
Park and the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife 
and Fish Refuge.

MVCʼs purchase of a 398-acre Boscobel Bluffs 
permanently preserves a familyʼs legacy for the people 
of the state and region. John W. McNamee said the 

family was grateful that the 
purchase, made with a grant 
from the Stewardship Fund, 
fulfilled the wish of his father, 
the late Dr. J. R. McNamee, 
to preserve the bluffland he 
owned east of Boscobel “as 
a wilderness and a 
permanent habitat for the 
many rare, and in some 
cases, endangered species 
of flora and fauna who call it 
home.” Endow-Bio also 
provided grant funding for the 
purchase. 
Also in 2013, The Paul E. 
Stry Foundation of La Crosse  

paid for a five-acre purchase 
that gives added protection to 
Cliffwood Bluff above the city. 
MVC used the grant to protect 

the southwest portion of the scenic bluff. The property 
was purchased from Gerrard Realty Corp., owned by 
M. William Gerrard, who has held the property since 
the 1960s.  

Charles and Heather Nolte and their children, Victoria, Charles 
Jr. and Braden. The Noltes have donated an easement on their 
addition to a property already protected by an easement.

Forested bluff on the Nolte property north of Onalaska.

Cliffwood Bluff (center) received additional protection from a a five-acre 
purchase.
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Faithful to their 
promise, the Jean Babson family in 2013 
donated to Mississippi Valley Conservancy a 
conservation easement on 983 acres on the 
Kickapoo River between Viola and La Farge. This 
land is contiguous with several other protected 
properties, including the 1,118 acres donated 
outright by the Babsons to MVC in 2009.  The 
family accompanied its gift at the time with the 
promise of the additional easement in the future. 
And the donations have enabled an even wider 
conservation impact: The value of the first 1,118-
acre donation of land by Babsons was  used by 
MVC as State Stewardship Fund grant match, 
allowing the protection of other significant 
properties. At the end of 2010, the Babson land 
value allowed MVC to acquire the 30-acre 
Elmwood Bluff property in the City of Onalaska. 
And by using additional grant match from the 
Babson donation, MVC purchased the 389-acre 
Boscobel Bluffs. The total size of the protected 
properties largely made possible by the Babson 
donations is 2,697 acres. 

An aerial view of the 
combined 2,000 -acre 

Babson easement and gift 
on the Kickapoo River. 

Below, left to right, Susan 
Strehl on her farm, a view 
of the Greenley easement 

land  and cup plants in 
bloom on the Boscobel 

Bluffs.
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By Andrea Matson
Student Intern

It seems that todayʼs youth 
spend more time inside than 
interacting with the natural world. 
MVC is working to provide 
opportunities to get young people 
active outdoors and learning how 
to care for the environment.

Outreach Coordinator Kathy 
Frise works with area schools and 
youth groups on various outdoor 
projects including hikes, 
educational activities, and land 
restoration. Schools include K-12 
and college; groups have included 
YMCA, Scouts, and 4H. 

The past year has seen the 
Eagle Scouts building a trail from 
the Shelby water pump area up to 
MVCʼs Dobson property, Lincoln 
students collecting seeds at New 

Amsterdam Grasslands, and UW-
L students working on Savannah 
Oaks.

MVC has also been working 
with families by giving guided 
hikes for stay-at-home parents. 
“The idea was 
to offer 
something 
different than 
the standard 
pool day and 
to show 
parents the 
trails,” said 
Frise.  

Frise has 
been working 
with youth 
projects for 
the past four 
years and 

enjoys watching kidsʼ reactions 
when they are out in nature, 
especially when she takes them 
out to a spot they havenʼt been.

One moment that stands out to 
Frise is a work day with at-risk 

Committed to youth

Lincoln Middle School students cheer their collection of trash during an 
MVC work day.

See YOUTH next page
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 Peter Duerkopʼs specialties listed in his 
Linkedin account are biological surveys and 
prescribed fire – essential tools in MVCʼs important 
work of preserving and 
restoring the special 
landscapes of our nine-
county service region. So itʼs 
no wonder that he has 
recently found a home at 
MVC as our new land 
manager, writing and 
executing land management 
plans, using prescribed fire, 
doing chemical treatment of 
invasive species, and grant 
writing and implementation. 
Peterʼs thesis work at St. Cloud State University where 
he taught as a graduate assistant was related to oak 
savanna restoration using prescribed fire as the 
primary management tool. He has also served 
previously as a range technician with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and a biological technician with the 
National Park Service.

Peter joins a team of veteran MVC employees and 
board members (see staff and board listing on page 
12) including an executive committee as follows: Pat 
Caffrey, president; Jon Rigden, vice president; Bob 
Fisher, secretary, and Roy Campbell, treasurer. 

Recent additions to the 24-member board include:
Jerry Arndt,  senior vice president of business 

services for Gundersen Lutheran, served previously 
on the board. He said,  “it has truly been a blessing to 
live in this area since 1970; I have enjoyed the beauty 
of nature in this area and feel responsible to help 
preserve it.”

Gretchen Benjamin, one MVCʼs founders and 
early board member, presently works as large rivers 
program director for The Nature Conservancy. She 
previously served as the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources Mississippi River specialist.  She 
said, “this understanding [of the river] could be of 
value to MVC” from an ecological standpoint and from 
an understanding of policy.

Brian Barton, La Crosse attorney, grew up in 
the La Crosse area where he enjoyed exploring the 
areaʼs rivers, marshes, and bluffs. “My interest in our 
natural resources has been one of great respect.” He 
said he would like to help “preserve that which most of 
us take for granted every day.”

Andrea Benco, a former state parks naturalist, 
serves as chair of the City of Onalaska Department of 
Parks and Recreation. She has volunteered with MVC 

since its beginnings. “My commitment to MVC stems 
from my desire to preserve land in its natural state for 
both human and natural needs. The permanent 
preservation of large pieces of undeveloped land is a 
critical piece of the long term environmental integrity 
puzzle.”

 Bob Schmidt, the owner of Schmidtyʼs 
Restaurant, is a lifelong resident of La Crosse. He is 
an ardent runner and has completed more than fifty 
marathons. This active lifestyle has given him an 
appreciation of the beauty of this area. “I will do 
everything I can to maintain or enhance that beauty,” 
Schmidt said.

 

 

Committed staff and board

Peter Duerkop

YOUTH from page 6

high school students at Miller Bluff. One girl was crabby and 
having a bad day. Frise took the class to the prairie and 
overlook. “As we were hiking out that same girl came up and 
hugged me. She said that she was so happy she came and 
that being out on the prairie was just what she needed and 
she felt so much better.” 

MVC partnered with the EcoPark and hosted Eco 
Explorer Day  --  17 kids ages 7 to 12 participated in this 
event.  Redfeather snowshoes personnel were on hand to 
demo snowshoeing and provide hot chocolate.  The kids did 
snowshoe hikes then did a series of environmental activities 
inside. 

Of special note in 2013 was the participation of cadets 
from the Fort McCoy Challenge Academy for at-risk youth in 
a series of workdays. 

Frise said the number of kids interested in the outdoors 
has increased. She estimated hat she worked with about 
1,000 kids last year. “They are looking forward to field trips 
and I think teachers and adult leaders are looking for more 
outdoor activities. We intend to provide them,” she added.

 

Cadets from the Challenge Academy and MVC staff and volunteers take 
a break during a work day in 2013.
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Jon and Ann Rigden
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Kerckhove
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Beverly Mach
Loran Nordgren
Terry and Karolyn Collins
Kathryn Sallander
David Bange
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Kristen Foehner
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Joe and Deb Hooyman
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Shultz
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Huston
Laurie Logan and Alice 
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John and Susan Howe
Tim and Lisa Jacobson
Don Hultman & Lauri 
Munroe-Hultman
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Russ and Diane Ford
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Dr. Ben Anderson
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Domann
Mark and Jane Domroese
Edward Ford
Rick and Maryann Frietsche
Roberta and Dan Gelatt
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Padesky
George and Carmeen 
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Committed CITIZENS
Donations in fiscal 2013, July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013
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Sam Skemp Jr.
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Michael and Patricia 
Strittmater
Eric Thompson and Mary 
Graziano
Meredith Thomsen
Scott and Cathy Tyink
Audrey Uber
Theresa Vick
Rita Walker
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Robert Weiss
Ruth and Marc William
James and Marcia Ann Wine
Paul & Katherine Woods
Dr. Susan Young
Roger and Carol Ziff

$50-$99
Mary Menne
David Blackey and Lynn 
Biddick
William and Yvonne Hyde
Russ Wedeking
Bill and Carol Abrahamzon
Frances Young
SUTRA Global by Design
Thomasine Alan
Constance Arneson
Bob Bendiksen
Richard Frost and Teri 
Wachuta
Julie Jacobson Vann
Allan Ohm
Colleen A Shaw
James and Nancy Terman
Elizabeth Wing
Barbi Bell and Richie 
Swanson
Deb Congdon
Ward and Kim Evenson
Tom Gianoli
Jim and Linda Jenkins
Beth Kabat
Ron Malzer and Margaret 
Dihlmann-Malzer
Mike Martin and Laura Siitari
William and Mary McDevitt
Thomas and Gladys 
McLenahan
Rob and Mary Percy
Seymour and Carmen Raffety
Richard Romeyn
Rick Stewart and Lori 
Schams
Matt Urch and Sara Martinez
Ron and Theresa Wessels
Thomas Byerly
Dr. Kris and Jodi Gehrke
Rev. Ronald and Merle 
Gustafson
Richard and Ruth Strand
Ken Weinberg
Ronald and Charlotte Phelps
Marie Allen
Margaret Birchler
Jennifer J Dieck
William and Dorothy 
Ferguson
Michael Hanson
Merry Hobbins
Heidi Hochhausen
Bill Katra
Ruth-Ann Knapp
James and Maxine Kroner
Scott and Judy Lee
Randy and Rita Magno
Nancy Navar
Rachel Novy
Philip Palzkill
Marguerite Revie
Kyle Visker
Joyce and Bob Arthur
William and Judith Blank
Julie Chamberlain
Marcus and Judy Doolittle

Amy Johnson
Frederick Jones
Diane and Brian Sullivan
Joseph Van Moer
John F Zoerb
Judy Anderson
First Presbyterian Church
Rodney Petrie
Riverland Outfitters, LLC
John Maass & Ann O'Malley
Chris Kirkpatrick
Dr. Chris and Emily Adams
Kay Adams and Jack Fleig
Richard and Joan Alexander
Ronald and Therese Amel
Shirley Anderson
Constance Arzigian
Lois Ballard
Beth and Mike Banashak
Anthony and Barbara 
Barkauskas
Frank and Irene Barmore
Kenneth and Patricia Barton
Craig and Mary Bartos
Laurence & Catherine Berg
Chris Betsy Holland
Marilu Bintz
Daniel L Blumer
Jeff Boyle
Sandy & Craig Brooks
Ellen Brown
Steve and Sandy Brubaker
Ed Burgess
Randall Burgett
Loren and Margaret Cade
Charles and Lu Ann Cagin
Aaron and Kit Carlson
Kathleen Carlyle
Mike Caucutt
Mark and Minda Chamberlain
Thomas and Dorothy Chirko
Sally Colacino
Mike and Mary Collins
Susan H Colliton
Carol Crisp and Bernard 
Paddock
Dr. Scott and Marla 
Cunningham
Stephen and Paula Dahl
Steven Davis
Sharon DeCicco
Edmund Devereux
Ruth and Daniel Devitt
Steve Doyle
Gerald and Gertrude Duffrin
Leo and Marie Dummer
Mike and Kathy Dummer
Joseph and Robin Edmunds
James and Rebecca 
Edwards
Howard and Heidi Eglash
Mark and Jan Eriksen
Gladys Eternicka
Sydney Fadner
Judi Ferstl
Mary Fillner
Kathi Fjelstul
Anne Forbes
Erik Forde
Emily Fritz
Paul and Natalie Geyer
Hans and Judy Gill
M. Jane Greenewald
Laurel Grey
Jane Groth

Ole and Judy Gulbrandsen
Cindy and Paul Halter
Norma Hammon and Marty 
Osmundsen
Robert and Helen Harold
Paul and Bernadette Hayes
Katherine Helgerson
Trish Helgerson
Joan Higgins and Carl 
Herrmann
Timothy and Bridget Hill
William and Deborah Hiller
Dave and Pat Hofer
Gregg Hollingsworth
Jeff Houser and Beth Mullen-
Houser
Raymond and Mary Jo Ann 
Hubley
Heather Hulett
Joseph Humann Jr
Allan Hyland
Jaime Jacobsen
Bruce Johnson
Pete and Anne Joria
Beth Kiela
Robert Kirch
Tom Kirch
Jeffrey Kish
Richard Knopf
Pam Knudtson
Henry and Nancy Kokke
David Kranz
Kurt Krumholz
Bill Kuhl
Lars Kulleseid
Richard and Cynthia Kyte
Roger and Pat La Rue
Ann Larkin and Paul Owecke
Rebecca Larsen
Jack and Margaret Lee
David and Lynne Leuthe
Peter Levonian
Thomas Link
James Longhurst
Charles and Karen Lorence
Laurie Maloney
Cari Mathwig Ramseier
Elsie McDowell
Georgia and Doug McKelvey
Barbara McKittrick
Mary McLellan
Leanne and Brian Meeter
Andrea Mekkelson
Steve and Pat Mercaitis
Sue D Mercier
Patricia A Mertens
Dave Mertins
Robin and Elizabeth Metz
Dorn Moore
Kathy Neckar
Kathy Neidert
Gerg and Laura Nessler
Kevin O'Brien
Jane O'Laughlin
Tim Ott
Stephen and Mary Peck
Mary Ellen Pendleton
Jill Peterson
David and Lynne Polodna
Larry and Cathy Pupp
Richard and Nancy Rabe
Dana and Jonella 
Rademacher
George and Marjorie Renner
John and Nancy Rieder

Frances Rivoire
Dan and Brenda Rooney
Mike and Ellen Rosborough
Brooks Rownd
Dennis and Cindy Russell
Kevin and Anna Ryan
James and Mary Lou Ryan
Kenny Salwey
Chuck SansCrainte
Scott Sauer
Jane Schley
Milton and Jackie Schmida
Jerry Schmidt and Christine 
Kelley
Joan Schnabel
Maria Schroeder
Signe Schroeder
Kurt and Julie Schroeder
Marti Schwem
Tom and Sharon Sharratt
Nancy Shelton
Susan Shinnick
James A Sill
Art and Pat Soell
Kathy Spelker
David and Linda Stark
John and Jean Sterling
Kathy Stevenson and Dave 
Alderman
Tom and Michele Strange
Richard and Pamela Strauss
Shel and Ann Stromquist
Bradley and Lynn Sturm
Ron and Lynn Sunne
Ashley Switzer
Dan Thoftne
Virginia and Dale Thompson
Mary Tronick
Jesse Tucker
Larry Vangen
Jay Vavra
Bruce and Pam Walters
Helen Weagraff
Mary Jo Webster
Liz and John Webster
Connie Weedman
Rich Wellner
Al and Jane Wernecke
Dan and Gerianne Wettstein
Simon and Theresa 
Widstrand
Gary Wiegel
Margaret and Daryl Wood
Ken and Michelle Workowski
Ric and Betty Zarwell
Kip and Ann Zirkel

Under $50
Gary and Judee Brone
David and Kathy Groth
Lucy Slinger
Lamar Janes
Dorothy Block
Thomas and Mary Breiter
Jane Fremstad
Ed Pilmonas
Mary Rose Williams
James Bennett
Ann Kevin
John and Dee Medinger
Franz and Rea Schubert
Loraine and Theresa 
Tichenor
Candace Pantoga
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Drs. Doug and Kim Kratt, 
DVM
Sharon Hampson
Bob Seaquist and Marietta 
Buchner
Jim and Sheri Knope
Conrad and Margret Ann 
Awtrey
Thomas and Jacquelyn 
Bartlett
Dennis and Joyce Beekman
Gary Biron
Paul and Beverly Bodine
Heather Breunig
Tom Brindley
Ronald and Pauline Brudos
Tim and Catherine Bulera
Chuck and Carla Callies
Don and Louise Campbell
Elizabeth Campbell
Joyce Carlson Unseth
Daniel Caucutt
Laura Coglan
Timothy Collins
Dr. Dennis Costakos
Barb and Joe Dalton
Doris Doherty
Tim and Linda Eisele
Eric Epstein
Phillip and Mary Esten
Lauren Everitt
Hildy Feen
Mark and Roxanna Flaten
Ted Glasbrenner and Jenifer 
Strand
Susan and Harlan Gleason
Lee and Rose Grosskreutz
James and Joyce Halvorson
Troy Hanson
John Hanson
Elizabeth Hanson
Lisa Hein
Jean Helliesen
Aimee Hemion
Robert and Judith Hoffman
Bill Howe
Thomas Huber
Bob Huff
CJ Iremonger
Dan and Joanne Jackson
Mariellen Janiszewski
Carol Jefferson
Kevin Johll
Jerry and Marilyn Johnson
C.W. 'Stub' Johnson

Tom and Sandra Kapellas
Thomas and Ilene Kernozek
James and Rita Kirchoff
Alvin Krupicka
Patricia Kulig
David Ladd
Richard Lagerman
Rick and Mary Kay Lange
Phyllis Lathrope
Fred Lintelmann
Raymond List
Sandra Locher
Charles Loeffler
Ellen Martell
Edward Mathwig
James and Mary McGrath
Tom and Ann Monson
Mary Monsoor
Anna Motivans
Louis J Mougin
Jason and Tricia Mulholland
Cecilia and Jared Mullenbach
Jeff Muse and Paula Ogden-
Muse
James and Barbara Nelson
James Nesler
Florence Novak
Sharon Odahl
Phyllis Olson
Pat and Lyle Ostrander
John Papenfuss
Elizabeth Pritchett
Jean Rasmussen
Stu and Char Robertshaw
James and Ruth Roesler
John and Audrey Rosenheim
Paul and Barbara Rusterholz
John and Marcia Sarnowski
Randy and Marian Schiesser
Matt Schmitt
Val Schute and Deb Prath-
Schute
Sandy Sechrest
Marty Sellers and Nancy 
Hartje
Carl and Denise Shedivy
Allen Blake Sheldon
Josh and Kim Shively
Kelly Skaff
John and Joanne Smith
Dr. Dave Springer
Muriel M. Stanek
Kathleen Sullivan and Robert 
Jackson
Robert Swartz

Bonnie-Jean Vaher
Bill and Ann Van Atta
Thomas Van Der Linden and 
Jean Silberman
Jeanne and Clark Van Galder
Jim Welander
Dorothy Wetterlin
Monica Wiebke
Wanda and John Wochos
Dan and Mary Worsham
Pat Wuttke
Antoinette Yeske and Bradley 
Walker
La Crosse Public Library - 
Youth Service Dept. 
Randy Hoard
Pat Hollingsworth
Catherine and Tom Latane
Stanley Ledebuhr
Robert and Patricia McLoone
Patricia Morrison
Kathy Mydy
Todd Paddock
John and Therese Pedace
Wayne Peterson
Danny and Carol Peterson
Patricia Pfister
Dr. Martin and Ruby Smith
Ken and Sue Vanderlei
James Wang
Roger and Lorraine Granzow
Anita Jagodzinski
Susan Weber
Virginia Kilness
Robert B Wish
Lois Hatch
Gloria Kowalski
Lewis Kuhlman
Steve Lindeman
Marge Loch-Wouters
Mary Sullivan

Memorial gifts
were made for
Mike Strasser
Jeanette Kaufmann
Jim Meyer
Ron Weltzien
Hetty Chatterton
Del Hill
Margaret Thomasine Wilson
Orville Sallander
 

Stewardship Circle 
Kurt Brownell
David Burbach
Ed Burgess
Frank & Kristi Cadwell
Emily Campbell
Dean & Phylis Dempsey
Barbara & Donald Frank
Eric Thompson & Mary 
Graziano
M. Jane Greenewald
David & Nancy Goode
Kim Hammer
Tim Jacobson
David Linton & Maggie Jones
George & Sharon Kerckhove
Maureen Kinney
Carl & Ann Korschgen
Richard & Jan Meloy
David Morrison
Pamela & Martin Murphy
Stephen Peck
Ron & Jane Rada
Kenny Salwey 
Three Anonymous Members

These members have 
included MVC in their will or 
estate plan, ensuring that 
MVCʼs conservation work 
continues into the future.

The documentary film, Mysteries of the Driftless, a 
production of Untamed Science and Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy released in 2013, features a team of explorers 
and scientists as they reveal the majesty and allure of the 
Driftless Area using a stunning combination of filmmaking 
and genuine adventure.

What strange forces spared one isolated region along 
the Upper Mississippi River from the repeated crushing and 
scouring effects of massive continental glaciers during the 
last 1.6 million years? What pre-Ice Age throwbacks survived 
here in this unique refuge that holds more Native American 
effigy mounds, petroglyph caves, strange geological 
features, and rare species than anywhere in the Midwest? A 

team of science filmmakers explores these questions and 
more in this captivating new adventure documentary about 
the Driftless Zone.

The team was led by two award-winning filmmaking 
scientists: biologist Rob Nelson and geologist Dan Bertalan. 
They are joined by author/archaeologist Robert Boszhardt 
and James Theler, Ph.D., the late geography professor Jim 
Knox, and our own Abbie Church, among others.

To purchase a DVD of the film, please contact us at 
(608) 784-3606 ext. 3 or email 
info@MississippiValleyConservancy.org  

Driftless documentary released by MVC, partner
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Board of Directors
OFFICERS
Pat Caffrey, President
Jon Rigden, Vice-
President
Roy Campbell, 
Treasurer
Robert Fisher, 
Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Jerry Arndt
David Bange
Brian Barton
Andrea Benco
Gretchen Benjamin
James Brady

Don Frank
Maureen Kinney
Rick Kyte
Chuck Lee
Warren Loveland
Carolyn Mahlum-
Jenkins
Ed Mathwig
Loran Nordgren
Bob Schmidt
Marc Schultz
Marilyn Shultz
Gretchen Skoloda
Carla Townsend
Keith Valiquette 
Philip Gelatt 
(Emeritus)

MVC Staff
Carol Abrahamzon - 
Executive Director
Abbie Church – 
Conservation Director
Peter Duerkop – Land 
Manager
Kathy Frise - 
Outreach Coordinator
Nancy Larson - Office 
Manager
Laurie Maloney – 
Conservation 
Assistant

Corporate Sponsors
Diamond
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration
Mayo Clinic Health Systems

Gold
Gundersen Health System

Silver
Dairyland Power Cooperative
Financial & Investment Management 
Group
Schneider Heating and Air Conditioning

Bronze 
The Wine Guyz
3M
Associated Bank
WIPFLI LLP
Brenengen Auto Group
Bodega

Supporters
Radisson
WI River Outings
Xcel Energy
AVS Group
Hot Line Freight

In-kind
Franke & Turnbull
Johns, Flaherty & Collins, SC
RedFeather
The View Grill and Bar
Lamers

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
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La Crosse, WI
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