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Highlights of 2014
Mining suitor rejected, land saved 
Vicky Schultz and her family protected their farmland from 
development permanently with Mississippi Valley Conservancy's 
help. Page 4 

Working with partners 
MVC board president and executive director highlight the work 
being done with partners to protect fragile farmland. Page 3 

Focus on the Kickapoo Watershed 
The McKnight Foundation, one of MVC's first financial supporters, 
is helping MVC and its partners work with 
landowners in the Kickapoo River Watershed to 
protect the waters that flow eventually into the 
Mississippi and on to the Gulf of Mexico.  
Page 7 

Climate change advice 
Climate change is already having its impact on the nine-county 
region served by MVC. Staff has agreed to make helping people 
prepare for this impact 
on their lands a 
priority. Page 5 

Remembering 
MVC remembers the 
people who have 
made a special impact 
on the conservation of 
land in our nine-
county region. Page 6  

On the cover 
Lush grass covers a farm 

hillside in Crawford 
County. Grazing is one of 

the land uses that can 
improve water quality in 
the Kickapoo River. More 

on MVC's Kickapoo 
Project, Pages 3 and 7.

Cattle grazing on a grassy hillside in the Kickapoo Watershed.

Conserved: 16,096 acres
86 Conservation Easements

120 Conservation Projects total (Fee & 
Easement)
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Committed to farmland care
By Pat Caffrey, MVC Board President

MVC has protected more than 16,000 acres in 
southwest Wisconsin, including striking bluff faces, richly 
textured remnant prairies, lush wetlands, and productive oak 
woodlands.  These lands remain a focus 
of our protection efforts.   However, you 
may be less aware that MVC has also 
protected thousands of acres of working 
agricultural land through conservation 
easements.  

In response to high corn prices, 
thousands of acres of erosion-prone land 
has been taken out of conservation 
programs and put back into row crops, resulting in increased 
flooding and erosion and loss of wildlife habitat.  
Indiscriminate use of pesticides has adversely affected wildlife 
- especially birds, amphibians, and pollinating insects.  There is 
an increasing awareness of the long term impact of traditional 
farming practices on natural habitats and water quality.  Many 
successful demonstrations of sustainable farm management 
practices prove that we can minimize adverse impacts on 
wildlife and water quality while providing a good profit to the 
landowner.    

While many existing erosion reduction programs, such as 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), provide financial 
incentives to protect highly erodible land for a defined period, 
investments into wildlife habitat and soils protection can 
dissolve at the end of the set-aside contract.   MVC, with 
support of the McKnight Foundation, is working with 
conservation partners with expertise in soil erosion, grazing, 
water quality and sustainability to develop and implement 
management plans where permanent conservation easements 
include provisions to assure best management farming 
practices are used in perpetuity.   

A key ingredient of this program is farmer to farmer 
mentoring.  The success of one farmer with improved 
conservation practices is a model for other farmers.    Farming 
practices are more likely to change if a profitable neighbor 
demonstrates how conservation improvements can be 
beneficial financially and ecologically.    MVC has focused on 
outreach to landowners in the Kickapoo Watershed with a 
primary goal of measurable improvement in water quality 
through better conservation practices as defined by the NRCS 
and permanent protection with a conservation easement.  The 

By Carol Abrahamzon, MVC Executive Director

Our new Kickapoo Watershed Project 
featured in this annual report emphasizes the land-healing 
ability of grazing -- an agricultural practice I use on my own 
farm. Working with partner organizations and with funding 
from the McKnight Foundation, we are building awareness 
among land owners in the Kickapoo Watershed of the benefits 
for the land and water of grazing livestock on 
grass as opposed to growing row crops on 
steep slopes and other erodible soils. And 
we're encouraging land owners to make 
protections permanent. 

Looking out on a wintry landscape, I 
dream about spring and look forward to 
turning my cows onto fresh grass. I will 
move them from one paddock to another, 
allowing the areas already grazed to be 
renewed. Having seen the land conservation 
and renewal benefits of grazing first hand, I am an enthusiastic 
cheerleader for our Kickapoo initiative.

That initiative fits nicely with our mission: “Conserving 
native and working landscapes that enrich our communities 

through private, voluntary action, for the health and well-being 
of current and future generations."  We've made progress in 
2014 throughout our nine-county area with land management 
on existing projects and with visits to land owners who have 
expressed interest in permanent conservation for their 
properties. We're so grateful to the land owners and volunteers 
who make this possible. We are looking forward to working 
with the City of Onalaska under the  renewal in 2014 of their 
land preservation partnership with us. A new effort for 
municipalities in the greater La Crosse area to work together 
on bluffland planning is moving ahead. We settled into new 
quarters in 2014, which allowed us to consolidate our offices 
with maintenance and storage space for our land management 
equipment.  We hope to announce soon the completion of 
several important projects, some of which have been many 
months in development. Finally, we have received new funding 
for our outreach work, particularly to youth.

If you watch livestock entering a fresh pasture, you can 
sense their enthusiasm, sometimes expressed in kicking up 
their heels. We'll bring that same vigor to our land protection 
mission this year! I look forward to another year of protecting 
land; I hope you do as well. Thank you for your support and 
helping Mississippi Valley Conservancy flourish!

SEE LAND page 7



S E Q U O I A  C L U B

! 	 Mississippi Valley Conservancy Annual Report 20144                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Committed to protecting land
Not for sale!    That's what Vicky 

Schultz told the man with mining in mind when he 
offered to buy her 400-acre farm in Trempealeau County.   

She remembers the day when his van pulled into the 
driveway of her scenic farm in the Town of Arcadia. The 
land lies at the end of a dead-end road, a horseshoe of 
rolling farmland and rugged wooded bluffs. The man had 
papers all drawn up. With the mineral rights, he could 
level the steep bluff prairies for the 
riches within. “My son is restoring the 
prairies,” Vicky told him. “Selling this 
land would be like selling my soul. It is 
not for sale.”    

Now those prairies are permanently 
protected from destruction from 
mining, subdivision, and development. 
Vicky, her daughter Stacy and sons 
Matt and Jon worked together with 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
(MVC) to convey a permanent 
conservation easement.  This voluntary 
conservation agreement protects the 
natural resources on the land, working 
farmland remains in production, 
public access is not a requirement, 
and the agreement is written 
specifically to the wishes of the 
landowner.   

“People worry about giving up control of their land. 
This (conservation easement) is really about establishing 
control over the future of a property beyond your 
lifetime,” said Jon Schultz.  Vicky added, “The whole 
area is so beautiful, we love to hike, its part of who we 
are. It would destroy me to see this destroyed; that’s why 
it is so wonderful to be able to protect it with an 
organization like MVC.”  

Abbie Church, MVC’s conservation director,  said the 
land includes two of the rarest habitats in Trempealeau 
County, oak savanna, considered by the Wisconsin DNR 
Wildlife Action Plan to be ‘globally imperiled,’ and dry 
prairie, considered ‘globally rare’. The land is home to 
declining species, including the whip-poor-will and 
meadowlark. When Vicky and her late husband Jim 
moved out to the farm, she referred to it as “Whip-poor-

will Way” because of the distinct and constant singing of 
the whip-poor-will.  Son Matt said, “The amazing thing 
about this land is, it’s right in the heart of the largest 
contiguous timber stand in Trempealeau County. The 
land is relatively pristine, with few invasive species, such 
as buckthorn.”  The quality of the habitat is a direct result 
of the conservation practices the Schultz family has 
initiated over the years.  When they first moved to the 
farm, over four decades ago, the land had been farmed 

hard and was run down. “There were so many ditches,” 
Vicky said, “it looked like the Grand Canyon.” They 
changed the farming practices to till along the contour, 
installing grassy water ways, contour strips, and sediment 
basin structures to stop the rampant erosion. They began 
using prescribed burning as a management tool back in 
2001, restoring the health and diversity of the habitat. 
The result of 14 years of burning and other management 
is visible in the open-ness of the woods and the 
wildflower diversity. The family took a 3-hour hike 
through the woods on Christmas day, enjoying the scenic 
views of the surrounding Trempealeau River valley. 
From the ridgetops, they can see all the way to 
Minnesota. And today, they know that even with the 
onslaught of mining interest in the area, the amount of 
time and sweat they’ve put into the land, as well as the 
scenic beauty, wildlife habitat, and productive 
agricultural soils will remain intact, protected forever. 

Vicky Schultz, center, surrounded by her children and grandchildren on the family farm. 
Son Jon is absent from the photo. 
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Climate change 
advice. Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy staff will seek ways to help 
land owners to make their lands resilient to 
changes in the region's climate due to 
global warming. That was the consensus at 
a staff team meeting recently. 
Carol Abrahamzon, executive director, said 
the staff realizes that one organization 
cannot make a huge impact, but it can help 
empower landowners to do what they can to 
mitigate the effect of change and preserve 
habitat. MVC's strategic plan commits the 
organization to be aware of the scientific 
information on climate change for use in 
land management and planning. 
The Land Trust Alliance notes in its 
information on climate change and land 
trusts that "Climate change is already 
impacting natural and cultural resources 
across the United States, and these impacts 
are only expected to become more dramatic 
over the coming century. We cannot prevent 
climate change from impacting our 
protected lands. But, by adapting our 
management practices, land trusts can 
promote climate change resilience in 
priority species, habitats and resources."  
One step recommended by the LTA is to 
determine what species are vulnerable to 
climate change. "As we learn more about 
predicted climate change impacts, land 
trusts will be able to anticipate and plan for 
these impacts. For example, in order to 
protect cold-water fish (such as the Driftless 
region's native brook trout), a land trust 
may look to remove barriers that currently 
prevent upstream migration, thus allowing 
those fish to reach cooler waters." 

Map by Adam Putz

Eight Projects completed 2013-14
Boscobel Bluffs State Natural Area, Grant County, 389 
acres
Schultz Conservation Easement, Trempealeau County, 
400 acres
Gilbertson Tract of the La Crosse Blufflands, 4 acres 
Gerrard Corp. Tract of the La Crosse Blufflands, La 
Crosse County, 5 acres 
Babson Conservation Easement, Vernon County, 983 
acres
Greenley Conservation Easement, Grant County, 70 
acres
Nolte Conservation Easement, La Crosse County, 40 
acres
Strehl Trust Conservation Easement, La Crosse 
County, 100 acres



Financial Highlights
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Committed to remembering
Mississippi Valley Conservancy remembers with 
respect  the special contributions of these 

conservation leaders who died in 
2014.

Ben Logan. Ben, who died in 
September, wrote "The Land 
Remembers," the story of growing up 
on the ridge top farm near Gays Mills. 
Later in life he returned to the farm, 
bought it and worked with MVC on an 

easement to protect it from development and ensure 
that it would be used for sustainable agriculture in 

accordance with his wishes. The 
land has since become an example 
of how best agricultural practices 
can protect the land that so many 
people remember from Logan's 
writing.

Carol Kube. Carol, who died in 
August, worked with her husband, 
Allen, to protect their 700 acre farm 

in Buffalo County from development. Their easement 

on the properties with MVC remains one of the largest 
conservation projects in MVC history. Carol, according 
to her obituary, "enjoyed daily walks on their trails of 
her beloved Four Seasons Farms. She was an 
accomplished deer, turkey, and waterfowl hunter. 
Carol had a fervent love of the natural world and its 
critters. She was a dedicated steward of our natural 
resources, working with Allen to restore and enhance 
the fields, forest and wetlands on their properties."

George Varnum. George, who died in November, 
spent many years advocating for the protection of the 
Holland Sand Prairie, a rare remnant of the great 

prairie that bordered the Mississippi 
River north of La Crosse. He was 
responsible for making the DNR and 
MVC aware of the rare plants on the 
property west of Holmen, part of 
which had never been plowed. After 
the land was purchased by MVC and 
permanently protected, he continued 
as a volunteer to help manage the 
property.



Land conservation and protection in the Kickapoo 
River Watershed can help improve the quality of water in the 
Gulf of Mexico where a "dead zone" grows year after year 
from sediment and nutrients washed in from the Mississippi 
River.

That's the science behind the work being done in the 
Kickapoo watershed by Mississippi Valley Conservancy and 
many partners including the Kickapoo Grazing Initiative and 
the Valley Stewardship Network. The work is funded in part 
by the McKnight Foundation as part of its commitment to help 
improve the water quality in the Mississippi by helping to 
reduce runoff of sediment and nutrients in the Upper 
Mississippi River watersheds. Grants include $50,000 from 
McKnight and $25,000 from Fishers and Farmers.

Megan Kabele, MVC conservation specialist, says that 
MVC's special role in this effort is to encourage and support 
land owners who respond to the project's plea for permanent 
land protection.

MVC and the partners have identified more than 800 
properties in the watershed where because of slopes and soil 
conditions soil conservation practices would be especially 
critical in preventing sedimentation and pollution. Many of 
these properties are absentee owned and being farmed under 

rental agreements. Information packets and letters have been 
sent to the owners of all these properties. Megan follows up  
with a visit to land owners who have asked for additional 
information.

In addition to the mailings and visits, the partners offer 
pasture walks, workshops and other informational events to 
get out the message that there are alternatives such as 
rotational grazing of livestock to the intensive agriculture of 
row crops that can be heavy contributors to soil loss and 
nutrient loss. 

Megan said, "We have 19 contacts that we have met/will 
meet with and have shared resource information addressing 
erosion, stream bank stabilization, rotational grazing, forest 
management.  At each of these outreach visits we also discuss 
protecting their investments into the land and preserving their 
land with a conservation easement. 

"Many folks are interested, and most take some time to 
digest the information.  Numerous landowners have initiated 
conservation practices on their land and we have already 
begun work on several conservation easement projects.  The 
seed has been planted and we’ll be following up with folks 
from the outreach mailing, through workshops this spring, and 
additional outreach events with partners."

Committed to the Kickapoo 

LAND from page 3
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documents developed will be readily transferable to other 
watersheds in southwest Wisconsin and beyond.   

Since acquiring its first property, MVC has worked to 
balance resources between land protection and land 
management.    Land protection is the primary mission of 
land trusts - providing legal protection to special properties 
before they are developed. Land management is also critical 
to maintain native habitats.  For example, if we choose to 
protect a high quality remnant prairie and no prescribed 
burning or brush and tree removal is done, the prairie will 
have become overgrown in a few decades and the rare 
prairie habitat lost. The Kickapoo Watershed project 
represents a similar balance for farmland.  A conservation 
easement on agricultural lands not only assures that valuable 
farmland will be legally protected, but also promotes active 
farm management to reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, 
protect water quality, and protect habitat in adjacent natural 
areas.  

The involvement of conservation partners in this more 
holistic approach to land protection allows MVC to 

concentrate on what it does best - permanent land protection 
- while our partners provide the expertise to assure the best 
farming practices are used.  What could be better than a 
future where people have good food to eat while visiting the 
beautiful natural areas that MVC has protected?

Grass pasture and woodlands in Crawford County.



$10,000 & Above 
Anonymous 
Barbara and Donald Frank 
Jon and Ann Rigden 
Pat Caffrey and Peg Zappen 
Philip and Melissa Gelatt 
Warren and Denise Loveland 
 
$5,000-$9,999 
Dianne Greenley 
Dr. Charles and Heather Nolte 
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration 
George and Sharon Kerckhove 
John Bosshard Charitable Trust 
Public 
Johns, Flaherty & Collins, sc 
Mayo Clinic Health System 
Ursula Cejpek 
 
$1,000-$4,999 
3M Foundation - Prairie du Chien 
Alan and Rosanne Schulz 
American Transmission Company 
Betty Heuslein 
Beverly Mach 
Bud and Barb Hammes 
Carol Taebel 
Carolyn Mahlum-Jenkins and Glen 
Jenkins 
Chuck and Linda Lee 
Clara Gelatt 
Dahl Automotive 
Dairyland Power Cooperative 
Dave and Barb Skogen 
David and Gretchen Skoloda 
David Bange 
David R Morrison 
Dennis and Sarah Ohlrogge 
Dennis and Sharon Ryan 
Dick and Julie McGarry 
Dr. ACV "Van" and Mary Elston 
Dr. Bill Bender and Heidi Scheller 
Bender 
Edwin and Nancy Hill 
Financial & Investment 
Management Group 
Fowler & Hammer, Inc. 
Fran Lee-Edwards and John 
Edwards 
Franke & Turnbull CPA's 
Gelatt-Gephart Foundation, Inc. 
Gracie and Jeff Hohman 
Gundersen Health System 
Harry and Sylvia Peterson 
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
James and Joyce Czajkowski 
James L Theler 
Jay and Diane Fernholz 
Jean and Mark Ledman 
Jeffrey Thompson & Sandra 
Romagnoli-Thompson 
Jennifer and Mark Brumm 
Jerry and Marilyn Arndt 

Jim and Jan Brady 
Jim and Rose Sime 
Jim Fowler 
Joan Filla 
Joe and Deb Hooyman 
John and Louise Leary 
Joseph Haugen 
Keith and Lynne Valiquette 
Kenneth and Deneen Kickbusch 
Kirk Jacobson and Donna Pittman 
Lloyd and Mary Croatt 
Loran Nordgren 
Mark and Eve Platt 
Maureen Kinney 
Mike and Carol Mader 
Mike and Kathy Giese 
Mike and Sylvia O'Brien 
Nick and Yonok Zeller 
Organic Valley 
Pat and Bobbie Wilson 
Paul and Cindy Patros 
Richard and Jan Meloy 
Robert and Barbara Fisher 
Robert and Lori Wallock 
Robert H Horwich 
Ron and Jane Rada 
Roy Campbell and Ellen Ullsvik 
Schneider Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Scott Reber and Marilyn Shultz 
Sigurd and Jean Ann Gundersen III 
Terence and Karolyn Collins 
Terry and Norma Gilbertson 
The View Grill & Bar 
The Wisconsin Society for 
Ornithology, Inc. 
Tim and Sue Durtsche 
Tony and Teresa Brenengen 
William and Peg Agger 
 
$500-$999 
A.Erik Gundersen and Sophia 
Ferris 
Al Kube 
Alberta Kick 
Ben Logan 
Carol and Phil Toberman 
Catherine E Kolkmeier 
Cece Caron and Thomas Erb 
Charles and Sue Gelatt 
Christine Uber 
Cindy and Bill Berg 
Daryl and Susan Applebury 
David and Nancy Goode 
Dean and Phyllis Dempsey 
Don and Cheryl Brenengen of the 
Lutheran Community Foundation 
Dr. Susan Young 
Eric and Vicki Wheeler 
Fred and Jean Skemp 
Fritz Funk 
Funk Family Fund of the La 
Crosse Community Foundation 
George and Betty Kruck 
George and Carmeen Johnston 

James and Gloria Wiener 
Jeri Sebo 
Jim and Jan Gallagher 
John Shillinglaw 
John Wetzel 
Keli and Stephen Shapiro 
Kristi and Frank Cadwell 
Linda Zoerb 
Mark and Jane Domroese 
Mark and Marilyn Webster 
Mary Ann Phalen and Martin 
Nelson 
Michael Aleckson 
Michael and Susan Mosling 
Mike and Karen Keil 
Patricia Schmid 
Paul and Joan Schoenfeld 
PMJ Fund of the La Crosse 
Community Foundation 
Radisson Hotel 
Rick and Maryann Frietsche 
Rita Oldenburg 
Robin and Charles Malayter 
Russ and Diane Ford 
Scott and Jennifer Nordstrom 
Steve Ventura and Margaret 
Krome 
Sue Knopf and Jim Rothwell 
Tara Johnson and Tim Padesky 
Terry and Diane Baier 
The Wine Guyz 
Tom and Cheryl Borreson 
Tyler and Michelle Dahl 
 
$250-$499 
Allan Beatty 
Allan Pischke 
Andrew and Jamie Dahl 
Andrew and Nancy Matchett 
Andrew Williams and Rebecca 
Christoffel 
Anthony Binsfeld 
Barb and Larry Dalton 
Bruce and Cindy Mathew 
Carl Sandquist 
Charles and Cheryl Hanson 
Chris and Jane Kerbaugh 
Christopher and Kimberly Huston 
Clare Henneman 
David and Barbara Foye 
David and Connie Long 
David and Helen MacGregor 
David and Sheila Momont 
David Ziemann 
Deb and Emma Rislow 
Dianna Brown 
Dr. Charles and Judy Shepard 
Dr. Mark and Gwen McConnell 
Dr. Pauline M Jackson 
Dr. Samuel and Jean Skemp 
Dr. Vance Baker 
Drs. James and Jo Glasser 
Edward Ford 
Elizabeth Campbell 

Emily Campbell 
Eric and Kay Edquist 
Florence L Overgard 
Gregory and Melinda Pupillo 
Guy and Joan Wolf 
Harry and Carla Dahl 
Carol and Bill Abrahamzon 
Howard and Nancy Mills 
Jack and Judy Rusch 
James and Phylis Munsch 
James and Rebecca Naugler 
Jed and Melanie Schaller 
Jeff and Karen Rich 
Jim and Jo Ann Wickizer 
Jim Wiffler 
Joan Christopherson-Schmidt 
Juliet Eyers 
Kathy Spelker 
Ken and Terry Visger 
Larry and Susan Kirch 
Larry Lebiecki and Anita Evans 
Laurie Logan and Alice Bachop 
Leo and Kim Bronston 
Marc and Sue Schultz 
Margaret and Daryl Wood 
Marianne and Patrick Carolan 
Martin and Pam Murphy 
Mary J Linville 
Mary Westlund 
Matthew and Marilee Cole 
Michael and Joyce Davy 
Michael Brown 
Nancy Kroner 
Pam Thiel 
Paul Gleason and Gaye Tylka 
Peter Clark 
Philip and Nancy Steinhoff 
Rev. Allan and Carla Townsend 
Richard and Cynthia Kyte 
Robert and Carol Schmidt 
Robert and Patricia Mika 
Robert W. Baird & Co. 
Roland Cline and Mary Papenfuss 
Ron McKelvey and Chris Saudek 
Ruthann Benson 
Scott and Cathy Tyink 
Scott Teuber - WI River Outings 
SUTRA Global by Design 
The Smith Joint Rev Living Trust 
Thomas and Kimberley Culp 
Tim and Margaret Larson 
Tom and Cindy Rhorer 
Xcel Energy 
 
$100-$249 
Abbie and Brad Church 
Alan and Catherine Daus 
Amber Conrad 
Amy Groskopf and Kent Turner 
Ann and Carl Korschgen 
Annie and Steve Mach 
Audrey Uber 
Barbara and Joseph Kruse 
Barbara Rice 

Committed CITIZENS
Donations in fiscal 2014, July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014
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Beth Moore 
Bill and Kathy Gresens 
BJ Stanley 
Bob and Mary Jothen 
Bob and Ruth Frise 
Bob Carney and Chris Haskell 
Brian and Karen Rude 
Brian and Nancy Manske 
Brian Kottmer 
Bruce and Diane May 
Calvin and Joyce Oium 
Cam and Carlene Roberts 
Cathy and Lance Fischer 
Chad Kassera 
Charles and Lu Ann Cagin 
Christopher and Krista Huiras 
Cindy Mettille 
Claude and Carolyn Lindeman 
Craig and Mary Bartos 
Dale and Doris Mikshowsky 
Dale and Kathleen Hein 
Dan and Jane Brodrick 
Dana and Jonella Rademacher 
Daniel Deetz and Rebecca Haack-
Deetz 
Dave and Patsy Hofer 
David Amborn 
David and Joan Schlueter 
David and Julie Harter 
David and Lynne Leuthe 
David and Susan Breyer 
David Andersen - JK Farms LLC 
Deborah and Mitch Cholewa 
Deborah Buffton 
Don and Dee Dee Sims 
Don Heidel 
Donald and Susan Fritsch 
Dr. Alan and Kara Fleischmann 
Dr. James H Munn 
Dr. John Cochran and Margaret 
Grenisen 
Dr. Joseph and Mary Binegar 
Dr. Mario and Martina Skobic 
Dr. Paul and Jane Steingraeber 
Dr. Richard A. Fink 
Dr. Robert and Maureen Freedland 
Dr. Scott and Heidi Blanke 
Dr. Sharon Fuller 
DuraTech Industries 
Duwayne and Janet Gebken 
Ed and Lois Brick 
Elizabeth Wing 
Ellen Martell 
Eric Epstein 
Eric Thompson and Mary Graziano 
Erin and Colin Belby 
Firman and Cheryl Schiebout 
Frances Young 
Fred and Joan Kautz 
Freddie Shird and Joanne Adragna 
Shird 
Gerard Rugowski and Jayne Stokke 
Gretchen Benjamin 
Hans and Judy Gill 
Henry and Mabel Lou Ahrens 
Howard and Katherine Bell 
Jackie Joday 
James and Diana Birnbaum 
James and Jean Lund 
James and Kathryn Rozovics 
James and Marcia Ann Wine 
James and Nancy Terman 
James McCormick and Joan Barth 

Jan and John Munson 
Jane Schley 
Jeanne Specht 
Jerry Manta Jr. 
Jim and Jean White 
Jim and Karen Ringstrom 
Jim and Linda Jenkins 
Jim and Marlene Bannen 
Joan Greshik 
Joanne and Michael White 
John and Carole Bast 
John and Cathy Pederson 
John and Kathy Storlie 
John and Nancy Rieder 
John and Sandra Castek 
John Gaddo and Nancy North 
John Kussmaul 
John Layton 
John Richards 
John Wettstein 
Jon and Peggy Traver 
Joyce and Bob Arthur 
Judy Bautch 
Justin and Beth Piggush 
Karen Acker 
Kay MacNeil 
Kent and Lee Johnson 
Kevin and Jenny McCoy 
Kevin Pifer - Farm USA Trust, LLLP 
Kristy Mach 
Kurt and Barbara Oettel 
Kurt and Mary Mueller 
Kwik Trip 
La Crosse Public Library 
Lance and Carol Meyer 
Larry Vangen 
Laura VanderLei 
Laurence & Catherine Berg 
Lee Rasch 
Les and Sue Hill 
Leta Johnson 
Louann Pierce Keane and George 
Keane 
Lyle and Myrna Peacock 
Mack and Tami Matthews 
Mark and Jacqueline Kartman 
Mark and Stephanie Dickson 
Mark and Tracy Aleckson 
Mark Spiess 
Marti Schwem 
Marty and Fay Gora 
Mary Collins 
Mary Jo Webster 
Mary Stefanski 
Melinda Knutson and Dave Ford 
Meredith Thomsen 
Michael and Carmen DeYoe 
Michael and Karen Schultz 
Michael and Patricia Strittmater 
Michael and Robin Schultz 
Mike and Becky Kreiling 
Mike and Kathy Ripp 
Mr. Tim McNeal 
Ms. Joey Esterline and Scott 
Giraud 
Nancy and Randy Larson 
Ned and Carol Gatzke 
O'Flaherty Heim Egan & Birnbaum 
Ltd. 
Palmer Abstract Inc. 
Patricia A Mertens 
Paul and Barb Bjornstad 
Paul and Julie Hatlem 

Paul Felion 
Paul Mueller 
Pauline Buckland 
Pete and Barb Putnam 
Peter and Esther Harman 
Peter and Janice Gutierrez 
Peter Linnert 
Phil and Becky Schumacher 
Pine Knob Organic Farm 
Potala Compnay LLC 
Prairie Du Chien Rod & Gun Club 
Prairie Moon Nursery, Inc 
Rachel and Cameron Gundersen 
Ralph and Joann Heath 
Ralph Knudson and Nancy 
Heerens-Knudson 
Randy and Rita Magno 
Raymond and Mary Jo Ann Hubley 
Raymond List 
Reva Ulrich 
Richard and Dorothy Lenard 
Richard Frost and Teri Wachuta 
Richard Middleton 
Richard Romeyn 
Rita Walker 
Rita Zindorf 
Robert and Karen Miller 
Robert and Linnea Schieche 
Robert C Skemp 
Roger and Carol Ziff 
Roger and Sharon Imes 
Roger Logan 
Ron and Tawni Kind 
Sacia Family, LLC 
Sandra Locher 
Sarah Arnold 
Scott and Jennifer Brunk 
Scott and Susan Hoffmann 
Scott Chorski 
Sharon Sharp and Doug McVey 
Shelley Roberts and Dewey Moore 
Signe Schroeder 
Sigurd Gundersen 
Sister Sharon Berger 
Steve and Connie Overholt 
Steve Prosser 
Steven Isaac and Judy Olds 
Sue D Mercier 
Susan and Jack Bulk 
Susan DesRosiers and David 
Stickler 
Susan H Colliton 
Ted and Vicki Peck 
Terry and Liz Mach 
The Art Store Gallery, Inc. 
Theresa Vick 
Thomas and Jean Scarseth 
Thomas and Joyce Ellenbecker 
Thomas and Margaret Ley 
Thomas Bliffert 
Thompson Law Office 
Tim and Miriam Pohlar 
Timothy and Bridget Hill 
Timothy Cox 
Todd and Lin Huffman 
Tom and Jane Treglowne 
Tom and Lori Nigon 
Tom and Mary Jo Clark 
Tom Kirch 
Vicky Schultz 
Virginia and Dale Thompson 
Wayne Jacobson 
Wendelin A Guentner 

William Buchta 
William E. Meyer 
 
$50-$99 
Al and Jane Wernecke 
Allan Ohm 
Amy Johnson 
Andrea Mekkelson 
Andrew and Joanne Nordeen 
Ann Larkin and Paul Owecke 
Art and Pat Soell 
Barbi Bell and Richie Swanson 
Ben Sykora 
Beth and Mike Banashak 
Beth Kabat 
Bill and Tari La Rue 
Bob and Marilyn Hurt 
Bradley and Lynn Sturm 
Brian and Joyce Abernathy 
Brian and Julie Hagan 
Brian and Nancy Kosiak 
Brooks Rownd 
Bruce and Kathy Bartel 
Buzz Bocher and Pat O'Hara 
Candace Pantoga 
Cari Mathwig Ramseier 
Carolyn Klein 
Charles and Diane Canniff 
Charles and Karen Lorence 
Chris Betsy Holland 
Christopher Iremonger 
Chuck and Carmen Gustafson 
Colin P. Masica 
Connie Weedman 
Conrad and Margret Ann Awtrey 
Constance Arneson 
Constance Arzigian 
Dan Thoftne 
David and Karen Lange 
David and Kathy Groth 
David and Lynne Polodna 
David Kranz 
Dennis and Cindy Russell 
Dennis and Sharon Krumenauer 
Don Hultman & Lauri Munroe-
Hultman 
Dr. Chris and Emily Adams 
Dr. David and Betty Van Dyke 
Dr. James and Peggy 
Baumgaertner 
Dr. Kris and Jodi Gehrke 
Dr. Scott and Marla Cunningham 
Drake Hokanson and Carol Kratz 
Edward Mathwig 
Eric Kraemer and Francine Klein 
Frank and Irene Barmore 
Fred and Jolene Lesher 
"Friends of Kristi Trussoni" 
Gary and Ruth Ann LeMasters 
Gary and Susan Schettle 
Gary Wiegel 
Gene and Yvonne Morauski 
George and Marjorie Renner 
Georgia and Doug McKelvey 
Gerald and Gertrude Duffrin 
Gerg and Laura Nessler 
Gladys Eternicka 
Grace Nicholson-Maly 
Greg Aleckson 
Greg and Diane Egan 
Henry and Olga Hoesley 
Herbert Grimek 
Hildy Feen 
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Jack and Margaret Lee 
James A Sill 
Jane O'Laughlin 
Jay Heldt and Karen Kouba 
Jeanne Johnson 
Jeff and Elizabeth Janvrin 
Jeff and Kris Sexton 
Jeff Houser and Beth Mullen-
Houser 
Jerry and Marcia Church 
Jim and Diane Rogala 
Jim and Linda Sherwood 
Jim and Ruth Nissen 
Joan Higgins and Carl Herrmann 
Joan Yeatman 
JoAnne Olson 
Joe and Ann Kotnour 
John and Jean Sterling 
John and Joyce Popple 
John and Lisa Conzemius 
John and Marcia Sarnowski 
Jon and Kathy Hageseth 
Joseph and Robin Edmunds 
Joseph Van Moer 
Joyce Carlson Unseth 
Kara Gerke 
Kathleen Carlyle 
Kathleen Hallett 
Kathleen Kepner Thomson 
Kathy Neidert 
Kathy Stevenson and Dave 
Alderman 
Kay Adams and Jack Fleig 
Kevin and Anna Ryan 
Kip and Ann Zirkel 
Kurt and Julie Schroeder 
La Verne Michalak 
Larry and Anne Jost 
Lars Kulleseid 
Lee and Rose Grosskreutz 
Leo and Marie Dummer 
Liz and John Webster 
Loraine and Theresa Tichenor 
Loren and Margaret Cade 
Lorne Hillier 
Lorraine McIlraith 
Lucy Slinger 
Margaret Birchler 
Mark and Jan Eriksen 
Mark and Minda Chamberlain 
Mark and Roxanna Flaten 
Marty Sellers and Nancy Hartje 
Mary Fillner 
Mary Lou Biddlestone 
Mary Menne 
Mary Rose Strasser 
Mary Tronick 
Matt Urch and Sara Martinez 
Michael and Marge Buncak 
Mike and Andrea Benco 
Mike and Kathy Dummer 
Mike and Marcie O'Connor 
Mike Martin and Laura Siitari 
Milton and Jackie Schmida 
Norma Hammon and Marty 
Osmundsen 
Ole and Judy Gulbrandsen 
Pat Wuttke 
Patti Jo Severson and David 
Langer 
Paul and Bernadette Hayes 
Pauline Van Dunk 

Peter Tabor 
Phyllis Lathrope 
Rachel Rosner and Colin Hubbard 
Ric and Betty Zarwell 
Richard and Pamela Strauss 
Richard Lagerman 
Rick Stewart and Lori Schams 
Rob and Mary Percy 
Robert and Helen Harold 
Ron and Lynn Sunne 
Ron and Theresa Wessels 
Ron Malzer and Margaret 
Dihlmann-Malzer 
Ronald and Therese Amel 
Russ and Joan Schrinner 
Russ Wedeking 
Russell and Susan Pope 
Ruth and Daniel Devitt 
Ruth and Marc Williams 
Ruth Hanson 
Scott Sauer 
Seymour and Carmen Raffety 
Shahrom and Christina Kiani 
Sharon DeCicco 
Shel and Ann Stromquist 
Simon and Theresa Widstrand 
Stephanie Hanna 
Stephen and Mary Peck 
Stephen and Paula Dahl 
Steve and Sandy Brubaker 
Steve O'Malley 
Steven Davis 
Susan and Daniel Ensrude 
Terrance and Therese Stewart 
Tim and Lisa Jacobson 
Tom and Kathy Barth 
Tom and Michele Strange 
Tom and Sharon Sharratt 
Tom Gianoli 
Tony and Kara Adams 
William and Anita Doering 
William and Deborah Hiller 
William and Dorothy Ferguson 
William and Yvonne Hyde 
 
Under $50 
Aimee Hemion 
Allen Blake Sheldon 
Ann Brice and Bill Haviland 
Anna Motivans 
Barb and Joe Dalton 
Bill Katra 
Bob Huff 
Bob Seaquist and Marietta 
Buchner 
Bonnie-Jean Vaher 
Brad and Ann Fowler 
Brian Barton 
C.W. 'Stub' Johnson 
Carl and Denise Shedivy 
Carlos and Kathy Macia 
Carol Jefferson 
Caroline Neilsen 
Cassandra Canniff 
Catherine and Tom Latane 
Cecilia and Jared Mullenbach 
Charles Isely III 
Chris Smith 
Christ and Gwen Mesoloras 
Cory and Tonya Berget 
Dale and Toni Groshek 
Dan and Brenda Rooney 

Dan and Gerianne Wettstein 
Dan and Joanne Jackson 
Danny and Carol Peterson 
David and Jennifer Wappler 
David and Marie Allen 
David Blackey and Lynn Biddick 
David Ladd 
Deb Congdon 
Dennis and Joyce Beekman 
Diane and Brian Sullivan 
Don and Louise Campbell 
Don and Patty McCrery 
Don Clark 
Doris Doherty 
Dorothy Block 
Dorothy Wetterlin 
Dr. Dave Springer 
Dr. Martin and Ruby Smith 
Dr. Morteza & Mary Jahangir 
E. Anne Drecktrah 
Echo Bridge Home Ent. 
Ed Pilmonas 
Elizabeth Pritchett 
Erna Henderson 
Florence Novak 
Frances Rivoire 
Franz and Rea Schubert 
Fred Lintelmann 
Frederick Jones 
Gary Biron 
George and Cheryl Howe 
Gerald and Ruth Berns 
Gloria Kowalski 
Ilene Pavelko 
Jacob Sciammas 
Jake and Cynthia Jacobson 
James and Joyce Halvorson 
James and Mary Beth Anderson 
James and Mary McGrath 
James and Ruth Roesler 
James Bennett 
James Hanesworth 
Janet Lubow 
Jason and Maria Ludwigson 
Jason and Tricia Mulholland 
Jean Rasmussen 
Jeanne and Clark Van Galder 
Jennifer J Dieck 
Jeremy and Wendy Peichel 
Jill Blackbourn 
Joel Lazinger PhD. 
John and Dee Medinger 
John F Zoerb 
John Papenfuss 
Joseph Humann Jr 
Julie Chamberlain 
Julie Jacobson Vann 
Julie Melton 
Kathryn Rattenborg - Dragonfly 
Books 
Kelly Skaff 
Kevin Johll 
Kyle Visker 
Lamar Janes - Dancing Waters 
Laura Coglan 
Laurie Maloney 
Linda and Tim Seubert 
Linda Erickson 
M. Jane Greenewald 
Madeline Kepner 
Marcus and Judy Doolittle 
Marguerite Revie 

Mariellen Janiszewski 
Mary Rose Williams 
Mary Sullivan 
Mat Wagner 
Michael Stewart and Angela 
Stewart-Kick 
Mike and Mary Carole Hoffman 
Monica Wiebke 
Ms. Bessie Richardson 
Nancy Korn-Smith 
Nancy Navar 
Nick Passe 
Norman Thingvold 
Pat and Lyle Ostrander 
Pat and Shelly Tully 
Pat Hollingsworth 
Patricia Heizler 
Patricia Kulig 
Patricia Morrison 
Patricia Pfister 
Paul and Barbara Rusterholz 
Paul and Beverly Bodine 
Peter Klitzke 
Philip Palzkill 
Phyllis Olson 
Randall Burgett 
Randy and Marian Schiesser 
Randy Hoard 
Richard and Jane Heiden 
Rick and Mary Kay Lange 
Robert and Patricia McLoone 
Robert Swartz 
Roger and Pat La Rue 
Ronald and Charlotte Phelps 
Salem and Arden Markos 
Sam Skemp Jr. 
Sandy & Craig Brooks 
Sandy Sechrest 
Sara Bentley 
Scott and Judy Lee 
Scott Duncanson 
Sharon Odahl 
Sheldon and Teresa McElhiney 
Shirley Anderson 
Sondra LeGrand 
Stanley Ledebuhr 
Stephen and Jeanne Pavela 
Steve and Pat Mercaitis 
Steven and Sally Miller 
Stu and Char Robertshaw 
Susan and Harlan Gleason 
Susan Weber 
Ted and Val Glotfelty 
Ted Glasbrenner and Jenifer 
Strand 
Thomas and Gladys McLenahan 
Thomas and Ilene Kernozek 
Thomas and Jacquelyn Bartlett 
Thomas Byerly 
Thomas Huber 
Thomas Van Der Linden and Jean 
Silberman 
Thomasine Alan 
Tim and Connie Franzen 
Tim and Linda Eisele 
Timothy Collins 
Tom and Sandra Kapellas 
Tom Brindley 
Val Schute and Deb Prath-Schute 
Virginia Kilness 
Wanda and John Wochos 
Wes and Darlene Larson 
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V A L L E Y  C O N S E R V A N C Y

William and Judith Blank 
William and Mary McDevitt 
 
Gifts made in Memory of 
Donna Jane Emberson Fink 
Joann Carpenter 
Joyce Sacia 
LaVern Duncanson 
Leanard Kick 
Mary Campfield 
Mary Lou Munts 
Rosemary Britt 
Tyler James Troy Trussoni 
Webster Brown 
 
Gifts made in Honor of 
Dan and Becky Deetz & family 
Jim and Rose Sime 
Pat Caffrey 
Philip Gelatt Sr. 
Tim and Lisa Jacobson wedding

Mississippi Valley Conservancy and Untamed Science, co-
producers, of the documentary film Mysteries of the Driftless, 
earned an Emmy® Award  in the category of “Outstanding 
Achievement for Documentary Programs – Topical.”

The documentary film, a joint production of Untamed Science 
and Mississippi Valley Conservancy, features a team of explorers 
and scientists as they reveal the majesty and allure of the Driftless 
Area using a stunning combination of filmmaking and genuine 
adventure. The film was shot in southwest Wisconsin, northeast 

Iowa, and southeast Minnesota.
“Mississippi Valley Conservancy became involved in this film 

because we saw it as an education and communication tool to show 
people what a unique and beautiful feature the Driftless area is,” 
said executive director, Carol Abrahamzon.    

To purchase a DVD of the film, please contact us at (608) 
784-3606 ext. 3 or email info@MississippiValleyConservancy.org  

Driftless documentary wins Emmy
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Anonymous
Pamela and Martin Murphy
David Morrison
Frank and Kristi Cadwell
Ron and Jane Rada
Kurt Brownell
Mike and Kathy Ripp
David Linton & Maggie Jones
Tim Jacobson
George & Sharon Kerckhove
Maureen Kinney
M. Jane Greenewald
Kenny Salwey
Barbara and Donald Frank
Chuck and Linda Lee
Emily Campbell
Eric Thompson and 
Mary  Graziano
Kim Hammer
Carl and Ann Korschgen
Richard and Jan Meloy

Stephen Peck
Ed Burgess
David Burbach
David and Nancy Goode
Dean and Phylis Dempsey
Marc and Sue Schultz
Jim and Jan Brady
Sue Strehl
Susan Colliton
Joyce Morrison
Nancy Dale
Rob Horwich
Keith and Lynne Valiquette
Mary Strasser

Membership in the MVC Stewardship Circle has grown to 35 from 25 a 
year ago. Below are listed the names of Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
supporters who have notified us that MVC is in their will. If you have 
decided to join this growing  "Stewardship Circle" by making a similar 
commitment, or if you want more information on this long-term support 
for MVC, please contact Carol Abrahamzon, executive director, at (608) 
784-3606 x4.

Stewardship Circle grows in 2014

Endow-Bio, Inc. aids 
bluff purchase

Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy would like to 
extend appreciation and thanks 
to Endow-Bio for making a 
financial donation in the 
amount of $1,214.81 to help 
offset transactional costs 
incurred on purchase of 
Boscobel Bluffs.  

Endow-Bio is the first 
national endowment for 
biodiversity.  It is an all-
volunteer public charity that 
raises funds for organizations 
involved with biodiversity. For 
more information, see the 
website at endow-bio.org.
Thanks to Dahl
A big thanks to our event 
sponsor: Dahl Ford Subaru.

mailto:info@MississippiValleyConservancy.org
mailto:info@MississippiValleyConservancy.org
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MVC Board of 
Directors 

Officers  
Pat Caffrey - 
President 
Jonathan Rigden – 
Vice President 
Roy Campbell - 
Treasurer 
Robert Fisher - 
Secretary 

Board Members  
Jerry Arndt 
David Bange 
Brian Barton 
Andrea Benco 
Gretchen Benjamin 
Jim Brady 
Don Frank 
Maureen Kinney 
Rick Kyte 
Chuck Lee 
Warren Loveland 
Carolyn Mahlum-
Jenkins 
Loran Nordgren 
Bob Schmidt 
Marc Schultz 
Linda Seubert 
Marilyn Shultz 
Gretchen Skoloda 
Carla Townsend 
Keith Valiquette 

Philip Gelatt 
(Emeritus) 

MVC Staff
Carol Abrahamzon - 
Executive Director
Abbie Church – 
Conservation 
Director
Kathy Frise-Groth 
Outreach 
Coordinator
Nancy Larson - 
Office Manager
Megen Kabele – 
Conservation 
Specialist
Adam Putz -
Conservation 
Assistant

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 108
La Crosse, WI
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For information on how to permanently protect your land contact Conservation Director 
Abbie Church at 608.784.3606 ext. 2 or achurch@MississippiValleyConservancy.org

Diamond
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration

Gundersen Health System

Mayo Clinic Health Systems

Gold
Fowler and Hammer General 
Contractors

Organic Valley

Silver
Dairyland Power Cooperative

Schneider Heating and Air 
Conditioning

Supporters
The Wine Guyz
3M
Associated Bank
Robert W. Baird & Co.
WI River Outings
Xcel Energy
Prairie Moon Nursery
Generous Earth Pottery

Inkind
Franke & Turnbull CPA’s
Johns, Flaherty & Collins, SC

RedFeather
The View Grill and Bar
Lamers
Radisson
DuraTech
Echo Bridge Home Entertainment
La Crosse Mechanical
Wolfgang Rittgers Designer 
Craftsman
InTech

To Join the list of Corporate 
Sponsors, contact Carol 
Abrahamzon, MVC executive 
director, at (608) 784-3606 x4

Thanks to our Corporate Sponsors!
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