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Sara Bentley noted, “It is clear there’s a lot of pressure in the 
area for residential development. And it’s only going to increase 
with a growing population.”  

When neighbor, Leonard Kick passed away his family asked 
that memorials be sent to Mississippi Valley Conservancy. Sara 
Bentley and Joel Lazinger had owned their land since 1977.  
They had talked with Leonard about their shared conservation 
beliefs, but it was not until their neighbor died that they 
discovered his land, adjoining theirs, was protected by a 
conservation easement.   

Following Leonard’s lead, Sara and Joel protected their land 
near Middle Ridge in La Crosse County with a conservation 
easement last fall.   

Sara and Joel’s land is a woodland home for migratory 
songbirds including the cerulean warbler and scarlet tanager. 
The veery and wood thrush, two songbirds that have been 
struggling, couldn’t be more happy to know their summer 
home will still be there each year as they return from migration 
to nest in the trees that cover the hillside. 

“The land brings me a lot of joy!” Sara remarked.  “Once we 
both retired, we thought we’d travel more but that’s become 
less important to us than witnessing the changes at home.”  
Joel added, “Our dream has always been to see our land 
preserved in its pristine state forever. It was a beautiful site 
when I first saw it in the late ‘70’s and it’s a beautiful site today.  

A lot has changed over the years, and it’s been exciting to see 
it grow and change. Nature is not static.”  He added, “One of 
my favorite spots is one I visited that first time I walked the 
land, out on the point where the shooting stars grow. We 
have a place near the shed with sugar maple and, late in the 
afternoon, the light through the yellow leaves makes it feel like 
standing in a cathedral.”   

In the process of getting to know the land where they have 
lived for over three decades, Sara and Joel have enlisted the 
expertise of foresters, birders and biologists, including MVC’s 
Abbie Church, to deepen their knowledge of their place on 
the land.  “We had no idea that there was so much diversity” 
surrounding their home, says Joel. 

Sara says that at first she was reluctant to live far from town, 
but “now I love being out here” and that the diversity and 
connectedness of it all is something she never gets tired of.
 “We learned so much about this place” in personalizing their 
easement, said Sara, “we know it is one of the best things we’ve 
ever done.”  Both say they were brought up on conservation 
values, including the determination to “leave this tiny spot on 
earth better than we found it.” 

On a mission now to recruit more neighbors to join with them 
and expand the protected landscape, they say “wouldn’t it 
be great to protect the whole area” from Middle Ridge to the 
Experimental Forest, a distance of five miles.

Puzzle pieces fit together

“We have a place near the shed with 
 sugar maple and, late in the afternoon, 
 the light through the yellow leaves
 makes it feel like standing in a 
 cathedral.”  -Joel Lazinger



“You don’t own a piece of land. The land 
owns you and you have a responsibility to 
take care of it.  A conservation easement 
is a part of that responsibility.”   
-Seamus Leahy

Seamus and Lisa love the driftless area for 
its beauty: the wonderful ridge-top views, 
the mysterious valleys, the woods filled 
with oak, pine and birch, the wildflowers.

But coming from Northern Wisconsin, they 
were surprised and saddened at how this 
area in Southwest Wisconsin had been 
chopped up and sold off in small pieces. 

The first time Lisa drove up the road, 
winding around the hill and through the 
woods, she fell in love with the land.  The 
plant life is bountiful and diverse. The May 
trilliums astound her each time she walks 
to the mailbox.  The Harebells and the 
Maidenhair fern remind her of little red 
bishop’s crooks as they begin to open.  

Lisa reflects, “Everything the weather 
does is gorgeous.  The first fall we lived 
on the land it was really rainy.  The mist 
would rise up out of the valleys and 
swirl around in the breeze.  It reminds 
us of Ireland.”    

The first thing they did was set up 
pastures for their horses.  It makes Lisa 
feel good to know the horses can graze 
naturally on a slope, which means they 
are getting additional exercise while 
they graze.  Watson, the oldest horse, 
moved to the land with Lisa and Seamus.  
“Watson has always been alert and 
sensitive to noise,” Lisa observed, but 
“since moving to their new home, Watson 
and all of the horses are calm and quiet.  
It is as close as we can get to giving them 
natural surroundings to live on.”  

Seamus especially loves the coulees.  The 
sun rarely reaches the bottom of them.  
Protected by old-growth canopies, the 
ground is mostly covered with moss—
dark, wet, and damp, just like it has been 
for centuries.  They are primeval looking. 
When he first saw them Seamus said, 
“Wow this has got to be taken care of. 
That doesn’t mean you do something to 
it; it means you leave it alone.”

For Lisa there is a special place on the 
ridge that gives her a feeling of peace – at 
the very top, along the fence line: “You 
can see the whole top of the property and 
all of the other ridge-tops in the distance.” 

Thinking about the future, Seamus 
worries about their land suffering the 
same fate as so much of Southwest 
Wisconsin, being chopped up into parcels 
and developed.  But they are working 
with their neighbors, who also have 
conservation easements, to do something 
about it.  “If you have the means, you 
should put some of it back together and 
protect it with a conservation easement.  
You should not feel like your land is too 
small to make a difference, because 
as more neighbors join in we end up 
protecting the land together.”  

Seamus and Lisa both want to stay on 
their land as long as they can.  “I would 
like to be here until I am 92,” said Lisa.  But 
what pleases them most is knowing the 
land will stay as it is even longer than that.    

You don’t own a piece of land
 –the land owns you

“The mist would rise up out of the 
 valleys and swirl around in the breeze.
 It reminds us of Ireland.”



“I wanted to protect those things that make a kid’s heart beat 
faster, like catching frogs and turtles.”  Tom said, with a smile 
as he looked up from a desktop strewn with photos and maps 
of his property on the West Fork of the Kickapoo River. Tom 
Lukens has long had an interest in both habitat protection and 
in sharing nature with others. 

Tom summed up a need in his business charter for Nature 
Nooks Retreat, ‘to protect and enhance biodiversity and 
carrying capacity, and to create a means of sharing both an 
appreciation for and a profound sense of belonging to Nature’. 

He was describing his efforts to create habitat for the varied 
population of wildlife on his 87-acre property. Tom was the first 
landowner in the state of Wisconsin to put in nongame habitat 

practices that benefit bees, butterflies, songbirds, eagles, frogs, 
snakes, and turtles. Tom’s restoration work includes turtle 
basking logs, which he installed in 2004. The day after 
installation, Tom remarked, “A snapping turtle came right up to 
where I was sitting, put his claws on the rock and looked right 
at me. I think he was saying ‘thank you’.” 
 
Tom is 64 with a neat gray goatee, and he talks as he stalks 
the polished concrete floor of his solar-heated home. He’s 
gathering materials for a meeting later in the morning, but he 
has time to take a fast-paced tour of the land.  A mile of the 
West Fork Kickapoo River meanders through the valley as the 
sun begins to set. We pass serviceberry and other wildlife- 
friendly plantings, a young bur oak, an orchard of fruit and nut 
trees, restored prairie, a small pond with a skin of ice where, 

A beautiful place to simply be 



he said, with a wave of his hand, four species of turtle spend 
the winter. We pass a strip of dried prairie grasses and other 
perennials along the bank of the West Fork.

Tom’s land holds so much biodiversity that it is tops among the 
properties in southwest Wisconsin protected by a conservation 
easement with Mississippi Valley Conservancy. 

Tom wanted to give permanent protection to his land and the 
14 threatened and endangered species, along with 270 other 
species that call the land home. The easement is the first in the 
outreach to landowners project funded in part by the McKnight 
Foundation for Mississippi Valley Conservancy and partners 
to permanently protect land to keep sediment and other 
pollutants out of the streams in the Kickapoo watershed. 

Tom said he likes to lead by example. “Then I can proselytize.”

He said Mississippi Valley Conservancy member and friend, 
Maggie Jones first mentioned easements to him eight or nine 
years ago. “But I wasn’t ready then.” 

Tom’s easement recognizes his business, Nature Nooks Retreat, 
which includes two cabins and a conference room where 
guests can learn about the animals, prairies, wetlands, river and 
ponds. He maintains interpretive trails throughout the land. 
Tom believes the best way to protect those things that make 
a kid’s heart beat faster is through education and permanent 
protection from development.

Cover photograph courtesy of Tom Lukens.

“A snapping turtle came right up to
 where I was sitting, put his claws on
 the rock and looked right at me. 
 I think he was saying ‘thank you’.” 



Flora, fauna and frogs
Today the restored wetland supports 140 native plants, 41 bird 
species, at least 24 insect species and three mammal species. 
Whitetail deer browse and bed down in the tall grasses. An otter 
has been seen and muskrats recently moved in. It has been 
estimated the site is breeding about 300,000 amphibians annually. 

Diverse groups achieved a shared goal
This wetland mitigation project is an exceptional example 
of successful cooperation between a landowner and several 
organizations coming together to accomplish a challenging 
land restoration goal.  The land was transferred to MVC 
bringing Sugar Creek Bluff State Natural Area to a total of 440 
acres. Most of all your support helped make this success story 
possible!

Looking at it now, you’d never believe the diverse and vibrant 
20-acre wetland adjacent to Sugar Creek Bluff State Natural Area 
(SNA) was, just eight years ago, a tiled, degraded farm field littered 
with debris, ranging from tires to televisions to appliances. 

A dirty job everyone wanted
Around that time, Mississippi Valley Conservancy was looking 
for funds to purchase the land, the La Crosse Airport and the 
Department of Transportation Bureau of Aeronautics (BOA) 
were looking for a degraded wetland they could restore as a 
mitigation project to fill wetlands for the airport’s runway. 

The BOA supervised a five-year wetland mitigation project, 
hauled off the garbage, and removed 50,000 yards of sediment 
and invasive plant material. These efforts uncovered dormant 
seeds of native plants as the site returned to its early landscape 
from 150 to 200 years ago. Native grasses and wildflowers were 
planted relying on guidance from John Curtis’ book, Vegetation 
of Wisconsin.

Heidi Svee works for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, and her three children, ages 15, 9 
and 5 love to camp, visit parks, and play 
in the yard but, it’s not always that easy to 
get them to go outside and just play. 
 
When I was young we would get home 
from school and immediately head outside 
no matter what the weather conditions 
were and we wouldn’t come in until it was 
time for dinner.  Now I see children with 
so much screen time and no interaction 
with each other or the outdoors.  Our kids 
seem to have lost the art of exploration, 
interaction and imagination. 

As a busy mom, Heidi said it’s hard to 
come up with things to do to get my kids 
outdoors and moving.  Having Mississippi 
Valley Conservancy’s guided hikes like the 
Stargazing hike at the Villa makes it easy 
– all we have to do is know the time and 
location and simply show up.  

My daughter, Alexis who is 15, went on 
the hike with her Big Sister Kim.  It was a 
challenge for her, but Kim, who is really 
fit did a great job encouraging her and 
I loved how she did the long hike and 
made it all the way back to the top.  For 
my youngest, Roman, it was great to have 
a place where he was free to wander and 
explore.  It was his first time to see a huge 
telescope and view the moon through it, 
and he really loved going out to the point 
on the cliff.  Roman exclaimed, “it was so 
cool how high up we were!”

We had no idea that we lived in such 
a cool spot and we had no idea what 
Driftless meant.  Now when I hear 
someone ask about Driftless I say “I 
know what that means.”  Alexis shared, 
“being outside in nature is so much 
healthier and better for us than sitting 
on a couch gaming.”

Big Brothers Big Sisters is excited to be a 
part of Mississippi Valley Conservancy’s 
guided hikes.  It’s a great way to introduce 
our youth, some who have never been 
to many of these cool places, to these 
natural wonders of our blufflands.

What a dump!

Restoring the art of  
exploration and imagination

“ Alexis gave Kim a big hug and
 Kim said it was her first hug ever
 from her little sister!”



The seed catalogs are piled high on my 
desk.  Tabbed with multicolor sticky 
notes indicating both new and old 
varieties I want to try.  Every winter, this 
pile represents the promises of Mother 
Nature and the future.

After all, if you are going to garden you 
have to believe in the power of Mother 
Nature and the future.  You work the soil, 
plant the seed, sprinkle the water, and…
wait. 
 
You just know that the future bounties of 
the garden depend on hard work, luck, 
and the cooperation of Mother Nature.
 
My optimism for the future of our forests, 
prairies, wetlands, streams and farms, 
spills over every day at Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy.

 As I reflect on the amazing work that 
has been accomplished by land owners, 
donors, volunteers and staff this past 
year, I can’t help but look forward to the 
next twelve months.  I know that with 
your help we can turn over the dirt, 
plant the seeds, remove the weeds, and 
sprinkle the water of land conservation 
for our children’s future.  Our hard work 
and plans represent our promise to 
Mother Nature and the future.
  
It is a privilege to be a part of a team that 
works so hard for generations of people 
they will never meet. Thank you for your 
support in 2015 and I look forward to 
your help in growing our work of land 
protection in 2016!

Best regards,

Carol Abrahamzon
Executive Director

Thank you!
Your wonderful support makes everything we do possible. 
 Let’s celebrate the success of 2015. 

“I close my eyes and breathe deeply.  The 
smell of freshly dug soil... I can’t imagine 
my life without being able to get my hands 
dirty, dig in the dirt, and make things grow.”

Promises of Mother Nature and the future

17,369 acres
protected forever

1,299 acres  of forest, prairie, wetlands, rivers and farms were 
protected for birds, bees, butterflies, frogs, fish and fresh, local food.

2,314 school children  learned about trees, flowers and 
plants that invade as well as the animals that live on the bluffs 
and in the valleys.

2014–2015 Income
Contributions $ 402,188
Released from Restrictions $ 148,799
Special Events $ 51,720
Grants & Endowments $ 43,322
Investment Income $ 3,227

Total Income $ 649,256

2014–2015 Expenses
Land Protection $ 190,785
Land Management $ 146,113
Outreach & Education $ 64,288
Management & General $ 58,484
Membership & Fundraising $ 42,482

Total Expenses $ 502,152
Land Purchases $ 527,072
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Thanks to you amazing things are happening.

Members from July 2014 to December 2015
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Every year, with your support, there are more trails for kids to roam, more farms for food to grow, 
more streams run with cool, clear water, more forests and prairies quietly host the birds, bees and 
wildlife of this unique and special place we call home. 
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John Richards
Drs. William & Robin Richardson

Jim & Karen Ringstrom
Richard & Joan L. Romeyn
Roger & Patricia Roslansky
Rachel Rosner & Colin Hubbard
Michael Ross
Brian & Karen Rude
Gerard Rugowski & Jayne Stokke
Gary & Jean Ruhser
Dennis & Cindy Russell
John Sacia
John & Marcia Sarnowski
Thomas & Jean Scarseth
Gary & Susan Schettle
Firman & Cheryl Schiebout
Robert & Linnea Schieche
Tom & Lorna Schini
Jane Schley
David & Joan Schlueter
Milton & Jackie Schmida
Jerry Schmidt & Christine Kelley
Russ & Joan Schrinner
Kurt & Julie Schroeder
Signe Schroeder
Michael & Karen Schultz
Michael & Robin Schultz
Eric Schumann
Jacob Sciammas
Bob Seaquist & Marietta Buchner
Patti Jo Severson & David Langer
Tom & Sharon Sharratt
Brad & Jim Shaw
Barry & Ruby Shaw
Jim & Linda Sherwood
Freddie Shird & Joanne Adragna Shird
James A. Sill
Don & Dee Dee Sims
The Smith Joint Rev. Living Trust
Art & Pat Soell
Jeanne Specht
Kathy Spelker
Mark Spiess
BJ Stanley
Mary Stefanski
Dr. Paul & Jane Steingraeber
Philip & Nancy Steinhoff
Kathy Stevenson & Dave Alderman
John & Kathy Storlie
Tom & Michele Strange
Michael & Patricia Strittmater
Jeffrey Strong
Kristin Swanson
Ben & Sara Sykora
Peter Tabor
Dan Thoftne
Eric Thompson & Mary Graziano
Robert & Judith Thompson
Richard Thompson
Meredith Thomsen
Loraine & Theresa Tichenor
Jon & Peggy Traver
Franke & Turnbull CPA’s
Scott & Cathy Tyink
Matt Urch & Sara Martinez
Thomas Van Der Linden & Jean 
Silberman
Joseph Van Moer
Laura Vander Lei
Unja Varnum

Theresa Vick
David Ware & Tamsen Morgan
Connie Weedman
Melissa Welsh
Al & Jane Wernecke
John Wettstein
Ruth & Marc Williams
James & Marcia Ann Wine
Ken & Patricia Wing
Mary Wisneski
Pat Wuttke
Joan Yeatman
Ric & Betty Zarwell
David Ziemann
Kip & Ann Zirkel

$50 - $99
Julie Abrahamzon & TJ Clark
Thomasine Alan
Rick & Barb Albrechtson
David & Marie Allen
David Amborn
Shirley Anderson
Matthew & Shelby Andre
Constance Arneson
Frank & Irene Barmore
Amy Barna
Tom & Kathy Barth
Thomas & Jacquelyn Bartlett
Bill & Marsha Bateman
Barbi Bell & Richie Swanson
James Bennett
Robin Bernacchi
Mary Lou Biddlestone
Margaret Birchler & Mary Ann Polewski
Jill Blackbourn
Tom Brindley
Steve & Sandy Brubaker
David Burbach
Loren & Margaret Cade
John & Sandra Castek
Robert & Susan Christopherson
Jerry & Marcia Church
Susan H. Colliton
Lloyd & Mary Croatt
Stephen & Paula Dahl
Sharon DeCicco
Jennifer J. Dieck
William & Anita Doering
Marcus & Judy Doolittle
Joseph & Robin Edmunds
Tim & Linda Eisele
Thomas & Joyce Ellenbecker
Jen & Andrew Erickson
Mark & Jan Eriksen
Gladys Eternicka
Hildy Feen
William & Dorothy Ferguson
Mary Fillner
Greg & Kathi Fischer
Lee Fleig
Donald Foltz
Brad & Ann Fowler
Richard Frost & Teri Wachuta
Karl Gilbertson
James Gitter
Sara Grace
Lee & Rose Grosskreutz

David & Kathy Groth
Ole & Judy Gulbrandsen
Rev. Ronald & Merle Gustafson
Brian & Julie Hagan
Jon & Kathy Hageseth
Tyler Hall
Linda Halley
James Hanesworth
Robert & Helen Harold
Paul & Bernadette Hayes
Aimee Hemion
Timothy & Bridget Hill
Derek & Cheryl Hilst
Chuck Hogan
Drake Hokanson & Carol Kratz
Chris Betsy Holland
Karalynn & Michael Hosch
James & Jane Hulke
Don Hultman & Lauri Munroe-Hultman
Peter Huser
Dr. Morteza & Mary Jahangir
Lamar Janes
Kevin Johll
Frederick Jones
Michael & Cathy Juran
Audrey Kader
Fred & Joan Kautz
Robert & Mary Kelemen
Joan Keller Maresh
Sara Kenefick Heffernan
Carolyn Klein
Ruth Ann Knapp
Kevin & Dianne Koch
Henry & Nancy Kokke
Brian & Nancy Kosiak
David Kranz
James & Maxine Kroner
La Crosse County Sanitary Landfill
David Ladd
Richard Lagerman
Rebecca Larsen
Scott & Judy Lee
Fred & Jolene Lesher
Peter Levonian
Fred Lintelmann
Charles & Karen Lorence
Carlos & Kathy Macia
Ron Malzer & Margaret Dihlmann-Malzer
James & Patricia Martell
Joshua Mayer
David McCarthy & Mary Goodsett
Don & Patty McCrery
Thomas & Gladys McLenahan
John & Dee Medinger
Jerry Meinhardt
Andrea Mekkelson
Julie Melton
Mary Menne
Steve & Pat Mercaitis
Jim & Lisa Moore
Doug & Susan Mormann
Cecilia & Jared Mullenbach
National Active & Retired Federal 
Employees La Crosse Ch. 370
Kathy Neidert
Mike & Marcie O’Connor
Jed Olson
Kathy O’Rourke



Pat & Lyle Ostrander
Ilene Pavelko
Bobbi Pavelski
Joe Pfieffer
Ronald & Charlotte Phelps
Craig & Alli Pierce
Ed Pilmonas
Fred & Beckie Plaas
Russell & Susan Pope
John & Joyce Popple
Cy & Mary Post
Seymour & Carmen Raffety
Lynn Reedy
George & Marjorie Renner
Richard & Lisbeth Reynertson
Frances Rivoire
Jim & Diane Rogala
Dan & Brenda Rooney
Mike & Ellen Rosborough
Kevin & Anna Ryan
Randy Schenkat
Randy & Marian Schiesser
Val Schute & Deb Prath-Schute
Sandy Sechrest
Eric & Angie Seeger
Marty Sellers & Nancy Hartje
Allen Blake Sheldon
Steve & Manyu Simpson
Dr. Samuel & Jean Skemp
Glen & Patricia Skewes
Dr. Mario & Martina Skobic
Sr. Lucy Slinger
Chuck Smith
Mary Snapp
Dr. Dave Springer
Judd & Joy Steinback
Robert & Sara Stelloh
Rick Stewart & Lori Schams
Michael Stewart & Angela Stewart-Kick
Richard & Pamela Strauss
Shel & Ann Stromquist
Bradley & Lynn Sturm
John & Elizabeth Sullivan
Robert Swartz
Edith & William Temte
James & Nancy Terman
Dr. Mark & Theresa Thompson
Mary Tronick
Pat & Shelly Tully
UMESC River Productivity Team

Pauline Van Dunk
Jeff & Marcy Van Fossen
Patricia Vanderhoef
Larry Vangen
Mary Veldey
John Wannamaker
Susan Weber
Mary Jo Webster
Liz & John Webster
Russ Wedeking
Ken Weinberg
Ron & Theresa Wessels
Simon & Theresa Widstrand
Gary Wiegel
Elizabeth Wing
Wanda & John Wochos
Paul & Katherine Woods
Frances Young

Under $50
Joyce & Bob Arthur
Dennis & Joyce Beekman
Gary Biron
Dorothy Block
Amery Bodelson
Paul & Beverly Bodine
Gary & Judee Brone
Randall Burgett
Jeannie Bush
Thomas Byerly
Joyce Carlson Unseth
Julie Chamberlain
Deb Congdon
Ken & Val Critzman
Barb & Joe Dalton
Edmund Devereux
Margaret Elvekrog
Randall & Katherine Erickson
Linda Erickson
Patrick Fisher
Kathleen Flatoff
Dr. Kris & Jodi Gehrke
David & Abigail Gerzema
Susan & Harlan Gleason
Ted & Val Glotfelty
James & Rose Gutoski
Kermit & Sandra Hanson
Terrance & Renee Hartman
Patricia Heizler
Randy Hoard

Patrick Houlihan
George & Cheryl Howe
Bob Huff
Rosalyn & Thomas Hundt
Dan & Joanne Jackson
Jake & Cynthia Jacobson
Julie Jacobson Vann
Amy Johnson
C.W. ‘Stub’ Johnson
Beth Kabat
Susan Kapanke
Tom & Sandra Kapellas
Madeline Kepner
Thomas & Ilene Kernozek
Virginia Kilness
Barrett Klein
Kathy Knox
Gloria Kowalski
Alvin & Kimberly Buchanan Krupicka
La Crosse Area Retired Educator’s Assn.
Phyllis Lathrope
Stanley Ledebuhr
Gary & Ruth Ann LeMasters
Salem & Arden Markos
William & Mary McDevitt
Robert & Patricia McLoone
John Miller
Gene & Yvonne Morauski
Patricia Morrison
Jason & Tricia Mulholland
Caroline Neilsen
Gerg & Laura Nessler
Florence Novak
Sharon Odahl
Carol Oldenburg
Philip Palzkill
John Papenfuss
Stephen & Jeanne Pavela
Danny & Carol Peterson
Patricia Pfister
Jean Rasmussen
Stu & Char Robertshaw
Jo Ronning
Paul & Barbara Rusterholz
Bill & Bonnie Sacia
Carl & Denise Shedivy
Steve Shultz & Cynthia Hart
Kelly Skaff
Ann & Tony Skemp
John & Joanne Smith

Dr. Martin & Ruby Smith
Richard & Janice Snowberg
Richard & Ruth Strand
Mary Sullivan
Norman Thingvold
Jeanne & Clark Van Galder
Kyle Visker
Dorothy Wetterlin
Mary Rose Williams
Bill Wingen & Barb Chaney
Robert B. Wish
John F. Zoerb

Gifts Made in Honor of
Pat Caffrey
Bill Colclough
Philip Gelatt
Mike Giese
Larry Kirch
Robert Linse
Paul & Carole Phillips
Katie Price
Mary Strasser Wedding

Gifts Made in Memory of
Delmar Bartsch
Dorothy Beers
Richard Brown
Wilber B. Clark
Anne Coisman
Vida Coisman
Michael Collins
Linda Eiseman
Orla L. Erickson
Laurie Gikling
Joseph Haugen
Leonard Kick
Jim Knox
James Kroll
Carol Kube
Heidi Langrehr
Ben Logan
Larry Newman
Herbert B. & Doris M. Olson
John Peterson
Irene Pierce
Delores Traub
George Varnum
John Walton

You can give a gift  
that lasts forever– 
Join the Stewardship Circle

The Stewardship Circle is composed of 
people like you who have made a planned 
gift or bequest in their estate to the 
Conservancy. 

If you would like to explore becoming part 
of the Stewardship Circle, please call or 
email Carol at 608-784-3606 ext. 4 or carol@
mississippivalleyconservancy.org.

Jim & Jan Brady
Kurt Brownell
David Burbach
Ed Burgess
Frank & Kristi Cadwell
Emily Campbell
Susan Colliton
Nancy Dale
Dean & Phylis Dempsey
Anonymous
Barbara & Donald Frank
David & Nancy Goode
M. Jane Greenewald
Anonymous

Kim Hammer
Rob Horwich
Tim Jacobson
George & Sharon Kerckhove
Maureen Kinney
Carl & Ann Korschgen
Allen & *Carol Kube 
Jean & Mark Ledman
Chuck & Linda Lee
David Linton & Maggie Jones
Richard & Jan Meloy
David Morrison
Joyce Morrison
Pamela & Martin Murphy

Stephen Peck
Ron & Jane Rada
Mike & Kathy Ripp
Kenny & Mary Kay Salwey
Marc & Sue Schultz
Tom & Michele Strange
Mary Strassser
Sue Strehl
Eric Thompson & Mary Graziano
Keith & Lynn Valquette
Nick & Yonok Zeller

*Deceased 



Board of Directors
Pat Caffrey, President
Warren Loveland, Vice President
Roy Campbell, Treasurer
Linda Seubert, Secretary
David Bange
Andrea Benco
Gretchen Benjamin
Don Frank
Philip Gelatt (Emeritus)
Tim Johnson
Maureen Kinney
Rick Lange
Loran Nordgren
Mike O’Brien
Bob Schmidt
Marc Schultz
Marilyn Shultz
Gretchen Skoloda
Carla Townsend
Rob Tyser

Staff
Carol Abrahamzon, Executive Director
Abbie Church, Conservation Director
Levi Plath, Land Manager
Kathy Frise, Outreach Coordinator
Megen Kabele, Conservation Specialist
Nancy Larson, Office Manager
Adam Putz, Conservation Assistant

Mississippi Valley Conservancy is a regional, 
non-profit land trust based in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. MVC has permanently conserved 
17,369 acres of blufflands, prairies, wetlands, 
and streams in and around the Mississippi, 
Kickapoo and Wisconsin Rivers since our 
founding in 1997. Over 4,000 acres are 
open to the public for hiking, bird watching, 
hunting, fishing, photography, 
and snowshoeing.
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Drawn by the water
Nearly twenty years ago, the scenic, winding Bad Axe River, wooded bluffs, 
rugged landscape, and diverse habitat drew the attention of Phil and Kathy 
Aaker. “We spent two years looking at properties,” said Phil, a pilot, “in flying 
over, we were drawn by the water and encouraged by the Bad Axe Valley.”

Phil and Kathy both declare the river to be their favorite place on the land.  
“There is a pretty place up stream, with riffles and rocks,” said Kathy, “in 
the winter it ices up, and is neat to walk along.” The bridge over the river is 
Phil’s favorite, “where our grandchildren like to swim. It rarely freezes over 
completely; the spring water keeps it too warm. In a state park, you might see 
the land in one or two seasons, but when you live there, you see it every day, 
and every day it is beautiful in a different way.” 

Through a conservation easement with 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy, Phil and Kathy 
permanently protected their beautiful 80-acre 
property along the South Fork Bad Axe River.  
“We have protected what we started,” said 
Phil, “and it is something our grandkids can 
experience for years to come,” added Kathy. 

Grandson Nathan cools off in the river.

1309 Norplex Drive
Suite 9
La Crosse, WI 54601
608.784.3606

Mississippivalleyconservancy.org
info@mississippivalleyconservancy.org

Like us on facebook!


