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History of the RoeTract

The 244-acre bluffland farm had served as

a nature retreat for the Roe family for
over 50 years. The Roe property was
conserved through a
joining effort by the Fed
; Mississippi Valley

4 Conservancy and the
Wisconsin DNR.
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Features of Cassville Bluffs

The Cassville Bluffs contain a variety of habi-
tats including upland and lowland oak-hickory
forest as well as the rare savannas and goat
prairies along the bluff overlooking the Missis-
sippi River. Because the preserve is adjacent to
the Upper Mississippi River Fish & Wildlife
Refuge, it provides critical habitat for species
that need large areas of connected forest such
as neo-tropical migrants. In the
spring, the forests are alive with
vibrant color and song from the

agfe%ost in the oldest arca
of the forest on the bluff (best

viewed in late fall or early winter).

The goat prairies overlooking the River con-

- tain a host of prairie species throughout the

spring and summer. These rare prairies, once
covering the bluffs of the Driftless Area, are
threatened by encroaching brush that is the

A result of removing fire as a natural process. .
The lower slopes contain Chinquapin oak, typ-

ically a more southern species and unusual in
Wisconsin.
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Mississippi Valley
Conservancy

Mississippi Valley Conservancy was formed by

a group of local citizens that responded to

growing development in the blufflands of *c
southwestern Wisconsin by organizing a land

trust to ensure conservation of the remaining ’ :A ‘i
%
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special places in this region.
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